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Passing Of The Gavel

On September 13, 2003 the leadership of the 34th Bomb Group
Association changed hands when the 2002-2003 president, Fred
Waltz, handed the gavel over to the incoming president for the
years 2003-2004, Jack Share. Jack’s acceptance speech follows:

“This is a great honor for me to able to serve as president of this

fine organization for the next year. I, truthfully, never thought of

being in this position but when Bruce Sothern, our nominating
committee chairman, asked me to take it I felt compelled to say
yes because I have indeed gained much from being associated
with the 34th Bomb Group Association for these many years. I
have met more wonderful people than anyone could ever hope
for - seen more of the country than most people will ever see and
more importantly, have had the opportunity to once again be
associated with those veterans with whom I shared many
unforgettable experiences during the World War Il years and
also the opportunity to meet their families and friends.

With that said, and with Marian’s blessing, I am proud and
honored to serve the 34th Bomb Group Association as it’s
president for the 2003-2004 term and hereby, officially, accept
the nomination. Thank you very much.”

Share -
a thought...

Another reunion has come and gone and,
from the photos and reports coming in,
it was one to remember. And speaking
of photos, they have been coming in
literally in droves. Because of the
technology and interest in digital
cameras, we are having the reunion
covered from every angle. The only problem is that they do not
have the names of the subjects and although I know quite of few
of your names, [ don’t know everyone. That being the case, you'll
see very few captions on the photos, my apologies. Also, there
being so many, and I don’t want to leave anyone out, we are
going to have to make them smaller to save space. Other wise
we would have a multi - multi page newsletter and I don’t think
our treasurer would appreciate getting that invoice. I thank you
all for your super photography and special thanks to Bobb
Pacholski for helping me out at the banquet. With all the shots
you took I'm wondering when you had time to eat.

Once again, it was great to see you all again. [ didn’t get a chance
to talk, as much as I would have like to, with all those that attended
but I did meet many that were on their first reunion. We hope
that all will return in 2004, wherever it may be. We know that
the reunion committee is working very hard to find a suitable
location.

If you liked the cover of this newsletter as much as I did, thank
one of the many time contributors to the newsletter, Evan Rogers.
[ don’t know the story behind the photo but I guess we could all
put a name to the faces.

Since it will be very near Christmas by the time you receive this
newsletter, [ would like to take this opportunity to wish season’s
greeting to each of you, and your families, and a most happy,
healthy and prosperous New Year to you all.

Jack
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are Due!!!!
January 1, 2004
 Send Your $10.00 To:
~Harold Province

~ 153 North Hill Dr
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From the President

Since I have the honor and privilege, to serve the organization as
both, editor and now president, it becomes necessary for me to
write two columns. As Hal Province reminded me, at least now
it won’t be necessary to bug the president for his quarterly report.

First, I was heartened by the turnout at the San Antonio reunion,
especially by the many family members and friends in attendance.
Also by the response 1 have been receiving from those who were
in attendance for the first time. All approved of the fine time
they enjoyed and we hope that they will encourage others to see
what they’ve been missing all these years. It certainly provides
us with an incentive to keep the reunions and organization alive
for, at least, a few more years into the future.

I would like to extend my congratulations to our board of
directors a very distinguished and capable group of individuals,
I might add. Three of them, Jim Hinchee, Bobb Pacholski and
Claude Conklin were elected this year. All of them have been
members of the 34th BGA for many years and are in a position
to capably administer to the requirements necessary to maintain
the integrity and continuance of the organization. To that end,
we are pledged to work together.

I feel very confident in taking on this responsibility because of
the fine core of people that are, and have been, in responsible
positions for many years. Hal Province, our corresponding
secretary and treasurer, the reunion committee of Harold Rutka,
Bob Wright and their wives, Gen and Esther, and Bruce Sothern.
Our board secretary, John Feda. Jim Martin, chaplain and again
Bruce Sothern who has held the unenviable position as chairman
of the nominating committee for many years. Ken and Kathleen
Paxton are an integral part of the organization in maintaining the
PX so diligently. Acknowledgment must also be made to Gary
Ferrell, our archivist, for all his computer work in bringing the
history of the 34th bomb group up to date. I would be remiss if [
did not thank all of you loyal members who come to the reunions
year after year and also the many associate members who are
signing up. Without you attending our reunions we would have
no organization. With this kind of cooperation, we look forward
to a few more years of comraderie.

Again, I want to thank the membership for the trust and
confidence they have put in me and I promise do my best to
carry on the fine tradition of the 34th Bomb Group.

Jack

Treasurer’s
Column

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Would you
believe that we are about to enter the
fourth year of the 3rd MILLINNEUM?
Hardly seems possible that just five
years ago we were worrying about the
Y2K Problem!

To start 2004, those of you who pay annual dues must now send
in you dues for 2004! I don’t dun for dues so let this be your
notification.

Random thoughts on the reunion: Am I the only one for whom
the period between reunions seems excessively long!-and then
the days at reunion seem to be tied to a jet and are swiftly gone!

The San Antonio reunion adds another knot to the Reunion
Committee’s Belt of accomplishments! Excellent facilities, good
town, good attendance, good fellowship-all added to make this
an excellent reunion. It was especially gratifying to see so many
of our second generation in attendance and enjoying talking with
the old geezers! Personally it opened a door of telling my son
and daughter-in-law about the days of yore that had not been
opened! When I asked them if they enjoyed the reunion the
response was “Yes, we most certainly did! Where is the next
one?”

Several members paid for their children’s dues for next year and
I even had an Associate Life member purchased. I suggest that
you enroll your child if you haven’t all ready done so! Get them
involved in the 34th BGA!

J. Lowery was making good use of his time and was able to
record several interviews with members in preparation for the
Documentary he is building on the 34th Bomb Group. I'm told
his video graphing of the interview was with a good backdrop
for an interview. Lowery will probably be back next year for he
is a new associate member.

Many were pleased to meet the personable young lady, Michele
Smith, who is the publisher and responsible for seeing that
everything is printed OK in MM! She and her family were with
us at the Saturday banquet.

We had several tables reserved for larger groups at the banquet.
Jack Share and Norman Mayer debated on which had the largest
group, they may have tied with 12 in each party!

We missed seeing some faces that were at previous reunions, I
hope it wasn’t a health problem that kept them away. I’'m sorry if
you weren’t able to attend, perhaps arrangements can be made to
attend the next on! Plan on it NOW!

Best wishes to all of you in the forthcoming year! May it bring
Peace, good health, and prosperity to each of you!

May GOD abundantly bless!
Hal



Reunion Committee Report

The 19th annual reunion of the 34th Bombardment Group (H) is
now part of our history. Our attendance was 182 with 191 at the
banquet dinner. The number in attendance was higher than our
Salt Lake City reunion when we had 177. We are not complaining
and hope our next reunion will show another increase as more
family members and guests attend our reunion.

The registration committee consisting of Esther Wright and
Genevieve Rutka were busy as usual. They even had some people
from a reunion of a flight training class attempting to register
with our group. We were surprised to hear that this might be
their last reunion as they had no one interested in doing the work
and they had hired “Armed Forces Reunion” to make all the
arrangements for them.

The Friday tour of the area left at the scheduled time. Our first
stop was the SAS shoe factory. You may have heard the name -
it stands for “San Antonio Shoes”. The old cars were not on
display as a fire had destroyed the building. Some of our members
purchased shoes and handbags and one person on each of the
three buses won a free pair of shoes. We toured the mission
Concepcion, the Alamo Chapel, and the San Antonio Market.
Then returned to the Radisson Hotel for our dinner.

Saturday at 9:00 A.M. was our annual membership meeting and
it was fairly well attended. You can read about it in our recording
secretary’s report in this issue.

There was 191 in attendance for the banquet dinner that night.
We were a bit crowded because we had a higher attendance than
was estimated. The hotel personnel were very cooperative in
accommodating the extra turnout.

The room selected for the PX was one of the best we have had.
It was close to the elevators and was easy to find. The Paxtons
did their usual good job for the group.

We are now working on our bomb group’s 20th annual reunion.
We expect to have more information on that in the next issue of
Mendlesham Memories.

The reunion committee wishes everyone of you our very best
wishes for a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year and
hope to see all of you at our next year’s reunion.

The Reunion Committee
Harold Rutka, Robert Wright, Bruce Sothern

Recipients of the 2003 Ray Summa
34th Bomb Group
Scholarship Awards
The scholarship committee once again had the unenviable
task of picking three winners from a list of several top of
their class s‘tudents The fol]owmg apphcants were selected
as the winners. - .

Flrst Award $1,000.00
Zackary Wisner-Gfoss of New Hyde Park, NY
Sponsored by Bob Gross 7th Squadron

. Second Award - $750.00
_ D.am_el _Crawf.ord of Ticonderoga, NY
Sponsored by - Harry Crawford 4th Squadron

~ Third Award - $500.00
Courtney Dommlque of Lafayette, LA
Sponsared by Hennerta Romero 7th Squadron

Respectfully _s_u_bmlt'tcd,
The Scholarship Committee:
John Feda Ambers Hanson Robert Vaughn Hdl Provmce

The members of t.he 34th Bomb Group Association are to be
congratulatcd for thelr Sponsorslnp ot the 1mportant_

the 34th BGA for thelr dlhgcnt time and efforts in choosmg
the recnplents from the 2003 list of quahﬁed appllcants :

Producers Search For WWIIHeroes

To the Editor: We are developing a television program series
highlighting the romantic relationships between WWII personnel
and their loved ones back at home. While numerous films and
documentaries captured heroes, battles, and the brutality of war-
-few focused on the relationships that suffered, endured, even
thrived after wartime. We are currently collecting stories of the
“everyday” heroes during WWII--the many men and women
who kept their love and commitment intact despite the hardships
of war. We want to share reminiscences that teach us how they
coped. How did their love and commitment survive? How did
they keep hope alive? Where did they find their strength?

Our goal is to give a platform for these wartime heroes--both the
veterans and their families--so that we may benefit from the
wisdom of those who lived, loved, and hoped during the years
of World War II. We know this generation of veterans and their
spouses are passing from us, and we have missed opportunities
to talk to some of them directly. Hopefully, however, those who
have gone will have stories still alive in their children.

Mindi Mathews, Hero Productions Mail: The Reunion Project
c/o Hero Productions, PMB 286, 3807-GH South Peoria, Tulsa,
OK 74105 Email: mindi@heroproductions.com
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Mission To Dresden
Bob Wright - 7th Squadron

On Friday March 2nd 1945, the briefing was at 0300 hours and
we were told we would have a few fighters to attack us near the
Russian border and 77 guns around the marshalling yard in the
town. We took off at 0640 hours, climbed to 8,000 feet to get in

formation position 32 in the low squadron. We flew through the :
Zelder Zee at 18,000 feet but didn’t get any flak there. We got
some flak at the L.P. and at this time we were warned of enemy

fighters in the area. Our P-51s turned away from us and dropped
their belly tanks. Up ahead, some fighters were identified as Me-
109’s. They knocked down several B-17°s. We could also see

some fighters shot down. They came in on us from all directions ;
- tracers and 20MM shells were popping all around. My top

turret gunner gave them a few bursts of .50 calibers and they
turned away:.

One came in at 5 o’clock high and my top gunner’s shells started
hitting his engine. He went into a flat spin and went down. The
waist gunner verified it as a kill. At about the same time, three
FW-190’s came in at seven o’clock, a little high, with the center
one doing slow rolls with his wingman. The waist gunner shot
an FW-190 coming in at 2 o’clock and it was seen going down
spinning. The navigator called out an FW-190 coming in at 12
o’clock just to get on a P-51. The Me-190’s were dog fighting
with the P-51’s

Our lead plane got some 20MM hits in his wing but stayed in
formation. The few B-17’s ahead of us got in our close formation.

An FW-190 was coming in head on and the crew was firing at ok

him but he shot out our oil cooler on the number one engine and
oil was pouring out over the wing. I feathered the prop hoping
we wouldn’t catch on fire. We held formation by pouring on the
coal to the other three engines until the attack was over. We got
some holes in the nose and were hit again after bombs away.
The German fighters were shooting at the stragglers. Some time
later we dropped out of formation and flew home alone, getting
a little flak at the battle ground lines. I made a good landing on
the three remaining engines and we were the first from our 7th
squadron to land.

When we told the ground crew our experience they just about
beat us to death congratulating us on our good luck. We got our
shot of whiskey and our chocolate then went on to interrogation
to put in our claims for enemy aircraft destroyed. This was the
34th Bomb Groups 134th mission, and our 32nd, with only three
to go to make our 35th mission.

the crash on Septefiibeﬁ"z :
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1 Mei 1945 TERBREG
2 Mei 1945 UTRECH"

3 Mei 1945 SCE
5 Mei 1945 SCHIPHOL 35 B-

The above information was sent to us by Henry Kwik, a native
of Holland who will never forget what the Americans did for his
starving people back in the late days of WWII and never wants
the World to ever forget it either. His letter follows:

May 11, 2003

Henny Kwik

Alexander Dubcekplaats 7
2332 HX Leiden, Holland

You can believe it or not, but I still organize every year an

exposition with subjects about air war over Europe and 70% of

it in the exposition goes about the food missions to Western
Holland. And even after so many years the Dutch are still very(!)
interested in these wonderful missions “from Heaven”. As many
of you know, I since June 1945 try to gather everything from
these food missions and I am very glad to know through the
years I made many friends with former “fooddroppers” in the
States.

This year I had another food mission exposition, this time not in
Leiden, but in a small town 4 miles of Leiden named Voorschoten.
About three miles from Valkenburg Air Base where in April/May
1945 also food was dropped, in this case by Lancasters of the
RAF.

The exposition in Voorschoten was opened only for officials on
May 3 with 85 quests and on May 4 and May 5 (our Liberation
Day) the exposition was open to the public from 11:00 - 16:00
hours. When the exposition was closed after these days more
than 785 visitors passed to the front door of the building - so
after 58 years the Dutch still remember and interested in the
food missions!

And I am still interested in new contacts with former
“foodroppers”. We are getting - old, but for the coming
generation it is important to know all about the food missions at
the end of World War I1.

All the best,
Henny Kwik

~ OPERATION CHOWHOU

GEVLOGEN FOOD MISSIONS NAAR HOLLAND
***************$********$

VAN DE 34TH BOMB

36 B.17G

17G

HIPHOL 39 B-17G

Sk sk ko

66,135ton
40 B-17G 67,405 ton
58,061 ton

58,424 ton
5 B-17G 8,618 ton
65,691 ton

In a related article sent in by Earl Zesch, former S/Sgt. B-17
Armorer Gunner, 7th Sqd, 34th B.G

In February, my wife, Delores, and I attended a dinner
commemorating the birthday of President Abraham Lincoln. We
were entertained by a very talented group of young singers
ranging in age from 5 to 16 years. Their music consisted of songs
about America’s history with emphasis on our Constitution and
the Bill of Rights. The performance was very inspirational. The
young singers are part of an organization called “Celebration
USA” founded by a former schoolteacher, Paula Burton. Ms.
Burton created the organization when she discovered, when
teaching, how little her students knew about American history.
The goal of “Celebration USA” is to promote the study of
American history in our schools.

At the end of the singers’ performance, Paula Burton informed
the audience that she was formerly of Holland during 1945. She
recalled shouting, “the Americans are coming, the Americans
are coming!” When she learned that we were about to drop food
fo the starving people of Holland. She said, when she related
this story at other performances, several members in the audience
came forth and indicated they were some of the former airmen
in the B-17s that made the drops. Later in the evening I went up
to Ms. Burton and told her I, too, was one of those airmen. She
became very emotional and embraced me tearfully, thanking me
over and over again for what we did. I was a bit choked up too.

I recall during the flight I was on (I was at the tail gunners
position), that as we made our approach at low altitude to the
designated drop zone, I saw a number of young ladies in the

fields waving flags or cloth at us. Perhaps Paula Burton was

one of those young girls!

Should anyone wish to learn more about Paula Burton'’s
organization, check out the website:celebrationusa.org

Earl Zesch
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An Officer (and Gentleman) in London

By Fred Berglund (Edited)

Piccadilly Circus, here we come. After flying bombing missions
for 12 straight days, we felt we had “had it”. Our Flight Engineer,
Weber Butler and Radio Operator, Bob DeVoe, on our ship
“Missbehavin Raven™ were in the “flak shack™ hospital at our
Mendlesham base. The German suicide attack, on our 3rd
mission, really gave us the “willies”. We saw two German
fighters suicide dive right into two American B-17’s in the group
ahead of the 34th bomb group. All that remained of the 18 men
and the two planes was a huge orange flash followed by a giant
cloud of black smoke. Not one speck of planes or men fell out of
that cloud. Smithereens!!

We were looking forward
to some R and R and
seeing some of the
“Piccadilly Commandos™ |
we had heard so much
about. The girls paraded at
the World famous
Piccadilly Circus, not far
from Buckingham Palace.
Although the changing of
the guard at the Palace was
an interesting sight that |
many of us watched, most
young men went right to
Piccadilly Square. We,
however, headed for a
Black Market cafe, which
served real steaks, which
we had not tasted in
months. After that
delicious meal, we headed
for the famous Covent Gardens where we heard were hundreds
of England’s prettiest young ladies holding court. A sight to
behold and they loved to jitterbug and do a dance called the
“hooky poky”” where you put your right foot forward then your
left foot forward etc. The Glen Miller type band was wonderful.
We went back to the Black Market cafe for a real fine breakfast
of bacon and eggs in the wee hours of the morning.

“Picadilly Tilly" Back row L. 1o R., Carroll
Forister, Ernie Woellel, Juck Blackhan
Len Binlas, Front row L. to R, Bob Bice,
Ken Humphreys, Francis Rowley.

We took a tour of the Thames River and visited the infamous
Tower of London where many famous people were axed to death
in bygone years. We saw Big Ben, the famous clock that never
lost a minute during the entire blitz of London. Saw mile after
mile of bombed out brick buildings in London, which made the
sight of the World Trade center wreckage pale by comparison.

Then back to the base for another run at 35 missions.

We had a B-24 in our 34th bomb group aptly called “Piccadilly
Tilly. The B-24’s were replace with B-17"s soon after four B-
24’s were shot down by German fighters while landing at our
base in Mendlelsham.
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Restoration of B-17
Number 42-29782

Recently our archivist, Gary Ferrell came up with a list of B-17’s
that were at Blythe Air Field when the 34th Bomb Group was
stationed there , as a training group, prior to being activated for
combat. He stated that one of those planes was currently being
restored for the Seattle Museum of Flight. Paul Anderson, a
member of the 34th Bomb Group Association, who lives in that
area, has been following the progress of the restoration. In a recent
e-mail to Hal Province, he updates us on the restoration.

“I got hold of Herb Phelan who is in charge of the B-17 restoration
for the Seattle Museum of Flight. History seems to agree with

what Gary found on B-17

number 42-29782. The

plane is not now at the

museum but in a hanger at

the Renton airport.

Volunteers work on it on
\ ~ Saturdays and it is open to
*  view on that day only. They
W\ are trying to make it air
- ,,y worthy but Herb was rather
et CVasive as to why they are
B taking so long. I gather the
FAA is giving them a lot of
trouble. It did fly up to the
restoration center at Paine
_ Field, where I volunteer, a
____ couple of years ago on a
@ temporary permit. While
there we changed a couple
of jugs on one engine with
low compression. Herb said
“ he had a lot of photos of the

RERRREL]
LR ERTY!
"

plane and I will try to get some.”

“If you are not familiar with the area, the Seattle Museum of
Flight is located at the south end of Boeing Field (real name is
King County Airport). It is a really nice museum and is in the
process of getting bigger with the acquiring of many planes from
the Fighter Aces Museum in Mesa, Arizona. I do my volunteering
at the museum’s restoration center at Paine Field (real name
Snohomish County Airport) in Everett, which is about 40 miles
north of the museum. All the wide body Boeing planes; 747,
767,777 are made in Everett. The narrow body planes; 737, 757
are made at Renton, which is about 35 miles south of Everett, a
few miles east of Boeing Field. I get invited to lots of things at
the museum but seldom go because driving in bumper to bumper
traffic through the middle of Seattle, at five o’clock in the evening,
is not my idea of fun. Guess I'm getting old!”

“Incidentally, the name of the B-17 42-29782 is “The Bee” and
has the picture of a bee painted on its nose. This is probably
because Boeing helped them so much with the restoration. Up
here, Boeing is often referred to as the “Big B™.”



PX ORDER FORM

AUTO WINDOW STICKER - 2"X41/4" BLACK AND SILVER

VET: WWII US ARMY AIR CORPS $4.00 EACH OR 3 FOR $10.00

(NO SHIPPING CHARGES ON THIS ITEM)

REPRINT OF 34TH B.G. HISTORY BOOK, 1947 edition, EDWIN S. SMITH $37.50 ea.
LATEST 34TH B.G. HISTORY BOOK, 1999 edition $49.95 ea.
“BAIL OUT OVER MUNSTER” by WALTER STURDIVAN $5.00ea
PERMANENT NAME TAGS ( First and last names & Sqdn. No) $ 9.50 ea.
LICENSE PLATE HOLDER (2 for $5.00) $ 3.00 ea.
PATCHES - 8TH AIR FORCE OR 34TH BOMB GROUP $5.00 ea.
PATCHES - 8TH AIR FORCE (Gold & Silver Bullion Thread) $9.95 ea.
PATCHES - SQUADRON - 4th - 7th - 18th - 391st $ 5.00 ea.
DECAL - VALOR TO VICTORY - 5" X 3" $ 1.50 ea.
BUMPER STICKER - 34THB.G. - 3" X 12" $ 1.50 ea.
BOLO TIES - 8TH AIR FORCE - 34TH B. G. - B-17 - B24 $ 6.00 ea.
KEY RINGS - 8TH AIR FORCE - B-17 - B-24 $4.00 ea
HAT PINS ( FOR DECOR) B-24 - B-17 or POW $ 3.50 ea.
WINGS - PILOT - BOMBARDIER - NAVIGATOR - GUNNER Large - $ 4.00 ea., Small - $3.00 ea.
WINGS - 2" CREW $ 4.00 ea.
WINGS - 1" - PILOT - BOMBARDIER - NAVIGATOR - ENG - GUNNER for (CAP OR LAPEL) $ 3.50 ea.
TIE TACK - 8TH AF. - 4TH - 7TH - 18TH - 391ST SQDNS $ 4.00 ea.

BALL PEN (retractable) W/REPLACEABLE CARTRIDGE
DK. BLUE W/GOLD LETTERS (34TH BOMB GROUP, 8TH AIR FORCE) AND GOLD TRIM $2.00 ea.

V.C.R. TAPE 58 mins. ( *“ Start Your Engines + 50 Years”) $19.95 ea.
MEN’S POLO SHIRT W/ POCKET AND 34TH B.G. EMBLEM ( Hunter Green - beautiful)

MED. LRG XLRG XXLRG $25.95 ea.
MEN’S POLO SHIRT (Cobblestone beige) W/34TH B.G. EMBLEM and LOGO - (no pocket).

Also MED. LRG. XLRG. XXLRG - (w/pocket) $25.95 ea.
MEN’S POLO SHIRT ( White W/ Emblem - no pocket) X Large $25.95ea
CAP (w/patriotic bill) on NAVY BLUE w/LOGO $ 8.50 ea.
CAP - ROYAL BLUE w/34TH BOMB GROUP LOGO. $8.50 ea.

PLEASE CIRCLE ITEMS DESIRED
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER

Please add $.3.50 postage for orders under $20.00 and $4.50 postage for orders $20.00 and over
Send check or money order to: 34th B.G. PX

Ken Paxton
6402 E. 11th St.
Wichita, KS 67206

@ioc)an

S/ Tel: (316) 683-2900
Tsf"ffe;% e-mail: kenpaxton@sbcglobal.net

R
Laety
TI\\\‘gjnks for your support of the 34th BGA. We wish all of you good health and much happiness!
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING UF SEPTEMBER 11, 2003 through the Genernl Fund, The General Fund has received spproximately $15,000 over the years from the
Reumion Commities after all expenses are paid for each reunion. Contributions to the Bth AF Historical

The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the J4th Bomb Group Association was called 1o order by Society are no longer needed bocause the County in Georgia in which it is located bas paid off all the
Pres. Fred Waltz t 1400 oo Sepiember 11, 2003, in the Radisson Hotel in San Antoaio, Texss. The Fledge uynhmmﬂkhmnﬁm nmwmmmmuwvou
of Allegiance was led by Ambers Hanson. The invocation was given by Chaplin Jumes Martin, 1o the Mendlesham ladies who so g ly maintain our
Pres. Walte saked for a roll call. Present were: Pres. Fred Waliz, Znd VP Bennont Richmon, Rec. Sec. John The PX Report was given by Kenneth Paxton
Feda, Treas and Cor. Sect. Harold Province, Chaplin James Martin, PX Mgr. Keoneth Paxton, Bd Mbrs THE 34TH BOMB GROUTP ASSOCIATION PX REPORT AS OF 8/31/03
Anthony Coutros and Jeck Steffen, Reunion Com Mbrs Harold Rutka, Robert Wright end Bruce Sothem, Bank Balance ws of 9/16/02 549136
and MENDLESHAM MEMORIES Editor Jack Share Absent were. James Clemins (deceased), Rev, Gary Cash on hand 5295
Facdl, Ray Kubly, John Demko, Everett Rose (deceased) and Verbal Holcomb. Cash gales for 11 months 3,134.59
Imterest .58
Motion by Rutka, second by Wiight, 10 sccept the minutes of the Sept. 26, 2002, board meefing as printed Toual. 53,135.17
in the MENDI ESHAM MEMORIES of Dec , 2002 Motion carried Accounts receivable 16.50
Grand total. $3,151.67
The teasurer’s repon was given by Farold Provioce Checks ismied and cleared 270247
TREASURER'S REPORT Bank balance s of R30/03 924.06
September 2003 One check outstanding 12181
34th Bomb Group (H) inc Payable for caps and shirts 600,60
§ ber 11, 2003 Ken Paxton for postage and supplies 7591

The 2002 and 2003 finances of the 34th BG Association and its various funds are reportad in the following Checks also issued but outstanding: 34th BG  $1000.00

Pa 12181
mmmmwrm&mm«&m: Bark balance as of &/31/03 - 592406
2003
Checking Hancock ¢ 5 0.00¢ § — g Respeciully submitted - Kenneth Paxton, PX Manager
Money Market Hancock ehky 1,300.83 1,383.43 i Motion by § Marth e v Medion casried,
Money Mia Ed Jones chky 124921 393177 i o Sother Babnod vy Ites, s Setgs ShE gt by gl
€D ED Jones City Bank 4.9% 5/15/07 25,000 00 25,000.00 : Reunion Committee report was given by Bob Wiight. There are 182 registered for the 2003 reunion,
CD Ed Jones Far East NB 2.7% /15003 5,000.00 iy There is $17,800 in the bank to pay this year's reunion expenses. The search fior & reunion site for 2004
Total §32,550 04 $30,320.60 continues, It is slated for the NE section of the US sccording to the rotation of reunion sites from
year to year. Considerable discussion took place on the frequency of future reunions. Motion bly Martia,
A4th Bomb Group Funds second by Hanson, 1o sccept the report as given. Motion carried
Life Membership Fund $12,863.24 $13,118.24
Schotarship Fund 13,559.87 14,995.87 The Scholarship Commities report was given by Harold Province. Out of 12 applicants the following were
Memaorial Fund 1,055 89 1,045.87 selected. 151 place award of $1000 to Zachary Wisner Gross of New York,
Pete Gray Fund §90.00 770,00 ¢ 2nd place award of 3750 1o Daniel Crawford of New York,
Cienerat Fund 2,550.04 380.60 3rd pluce award of $500 to Countney Dominique of Louisiana
Towl $32,550.04 530,320.60 . A complete story will be included in a future issue MWNDL.E§1MM MEMORIES.

Notes: a. Hancock Cliecking closed, monthly charges excessive ; Motion by Rutka, second by Sothern, to approve the report &y given. Motion carried.

b CD matured 5/15/03 :. .

¢ Twelve widows sent MM with $120 from this fund 1o cover the cost : The MENDLESHAM MEMORIES report was given by Editor Jack Share. He reported an excellent
Outstanding bills. MM Editor-oone, Treasurer's for $249.67 - axpenses for,2003. i ¥eking rcliocetp st the cuseet yulfishac ki) gins ki quich acett o gdakiy work 1 che

interest of cost he suggested we consider cutting the size of each edition or cutling the frequency of
publishing 10 throe times per year, Discussion followed on the importance of the publication for the

Respecfiully submitted: Harold E Province, Treasurer continuance of the organization, the amount of support we could give from the balance in the treasury,the

Motion by Martin, second by Steflen, 1o approve the repart as given. Motion carried, | onmmmmmammmm.ﬁmﬁéh
Motion by Province, second by Steffen, 1o spprove the report. Motion carried.

Hmt&nrmd?mdhﬂmudlha:meﬁzrrmmbuofmaﬂumﬂwuepﬁfwm mwﬁuwmu&umhnﬁmum{wmmw%

England, Sp WA, + LA, Daylon, OH,and Savannah, GA Motion by Wright, wﬁmm W by Sothern. Candidates sre neded for Pres,, 2nd VP, and three
mwsmnuumnmwmmm-uEMmuumrmumm He d vol inees 10 conlact him before the General Membership

b Pres. called for old or new business. Ni

The MPNLESHAM MEMORIES costs about $3 per copy from our dues The Pete Gray Fund is used 1o mmhsmmmwkmmhumu:mmm'
mmwwm.mm p 1 desice to sving it Six copics arc scnt to the Respectfially submérted Jofln J. Feds, Recording Secretary

ladfies who mainain the J4th M. ial in M The June issue of the MEMORIES is
sent to all 34th BG members who are Living (whether they pay dues of not). This edded cost is camied

e i

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF SEPT 13, 2003

The annual meeting of the 34th Bomb Group Association was called o order by Pres. Fred Waltz af D900 publication which readers enjoy. He req d that jon pi " be ty labeled with names and
on Scpt. 13, 2003, st the Raddison Hotel in San Antonio, Texas. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Pres mailed to him by the end of October.

Waltz. The invocation was given by Chaplain James Martin
A discussion was held on making a contribution to the 8th AF Museum Wﬂhthedebrbangpudoﬂ'bythn

Moation by Martin, second by Sothem, 1o approve the Minutes of the 2002 General Membership mesting as wwuymﬁoorgnmwhwhltlsbwd|m wuﬂmtbe“ is now
published in the December, 2002, issue of MEDLESHAM MEMORIES. Motion carried. and we should support it t \ it ideratiomn should be. given lo L)
contribution from the 34th BG wh.en we stop having reusioins a:!d no langer print the MENDLESHAM
The treasurer’s report was given by Harold Province, (Please refer to the Board meeting minutes of 1 MEMORIES,
Sept. 11, 2003, for the detailed report.) Motion by Conklin, second by Gibbs to approve the repert. Motion v
caried, : Motion by Rutks, second by Sothern 1o adjourn at 1015, Motion carried.
I by sl
The PX report wus wiven by Ken Paxton, (Please refer to the Board minutes of Sept. 11, 2003, for the il ° ‘Eﬁfﬂ“ % =
detailed report ) The PX transfered $1000 of profit to the General Fund this year. Motion by Shull, second : T, Feda? R&Lﬁrlﬁ-ﬂﬂ Secretary

by Steffen 1o approve the report. Motion carried.

The audit commiltee repon was given by Bennent Richmon. He reported than the committee had
examined the Treasurer's records, the PX reconds and the reundon fund, They found the records 10 be
accurale and inclusive, Motion by Rutka, second by Sothern to approve the andit report. Motion
caried

®
The Reunion Committee report was given by Bob Wright, 182 are registered for the 2003 reunion. A part of l nu I es
the 315 registration fee goes 1o the Scholarship Fund. Rutka explained the rotation of sites for the reunion

from year 1o year. The place next year will be in the Northeast region. He reported on the criteria the
committee uses for selection. They include cost, location, attractions in the area, and the ease of getting 1o

and from the area. Genevieve Rutka and ther Wright were commended @ e coooperation i asing from the

the inp \g and registration for the ions. son was held on how much - i
e e e e et et e o e Board of Directors Meeting
Speffen, second by Marin 10 approve the report. Motion carmied September ]]‘ 2003

Nominations were reported by Bruce Sothemn fur the year 2003-2004
Pres Jack Share Replacing James Clemins
1st Vice Bennett Richmon
2l Vice Kivet Ivey
Board Raymond Hinchee (06)
Roben Pacholski (06)
Clande Conklin (04 ) replacing Everett Rose
Officers to remain: Jack Share-MM Editor, John Feda-Rec. Sect., Harold Province Treas. and Cor. Sect;
Gary Ferrell- Archivist, Fred Wiltz- Past Pres , Jumes Martin- Chaplain; Ken Paxion-PX Mgr. John
Demko-Board, Verbal Holcomb-Board, Jack Steffen-Board; Reunion Committee members Harold Rutka,

Robert Wright and Bruce Sothern.
Pres, Waltz called for nominations from the floor. None were offered.
Motion by Mayer, second by Forrister 10 close nominations and cast a i bellat for the state as

presented. Motion carried,

Scholarship commitien report was given by Harold Province. (Please refer to the Board meeting minutes of
Sept 11, 2003, for the detailed report.) Motion by Hanson ,second by Coutros to approve the repart.
Muotion carried,

The MENLESHAM MEMORIES report was given by Juck Share. He reported his work with an excellent
pubdisher. He discussed the need for members to submit srticles, He was commeaded for an excelleat
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Mtendees At The &an Antonio Reunion

Henry, Kathleen, Greg & Lin Arnold
Bailey, Ruth & Marcy Adams
Lawrence and Lucille Babcock
Thomas and Madeline Belleau
Leonard & Helen Bess
Guests, Ashley & Margie White
Scott Mackey
Joseph and Katherine Marks
James E. Martin
Norman Mayer & Louise Crew
Clayton Mink & Pamela Schmitt
Paul & Hazel Mueller
Hymen & Ruth Chauson
Sanford & Mary Ann Cole
Claude & Genny Conklin
Anthony & Mary Coutros
Guests, John & Craig Coutros
Harry & Donna Crawford
Richard & Nannette D’ Amato
Charles Dobbins
Guest, Lynn Albertson
Herbert & Lorraine Donahue
Bernadette & John Farley
John & Betty Mae Feda
Herman & Nancy Fieber
David & Sonia Fieber
Abe & Ernestine Firestone
Carroll & Sylvia Forister
Claude & Aubrey Gibbs
Guests, Beverly Puffer,
Betty Miller
H.H. & Virginia Goerner
Willis Griffis
Robert Gross
Anthony & Joar Habiger
Milton Hansen & Sandra Kripps
Ambers & Jean Hanson
Gloria Haggins
Jefferson Hawkins
Guest John McKinney
Robert & David Hemingway
Glenn & Vera Henry
Raymond & Dickie Hinchee
Wayne & LaVerne Howarter
Kivett Ivey, guests, Butch Ivey,
Tony Young,
Billie & Don Hoyle
Lois Johnson

Valerie and Tom Payne
Anthony and Dorothy LaBanch
Betty and Todd Lampey
Lindsey & Dee Lipscomb
James Lowery
Eric & Alice Mackey
Fred & Ginny Muente
Carl Nichols & Tamsen Munger
Bobb & Ginny Pacholski
Ken & Kathleen Paxton
Karl M. Pederson
Arnold Prillaman & Mary Richardson
Kevin & Robin Province
Harold & Jan Province
Roger Revay
Floyd & Miriam Richmond
Guest, Thelma Warfield
James & Mary Ellen Rodgers
Henrietta Romero, Norman & Mike Tausin
Connie Dominque & Macklyn LaFleure
Harold & Gen Rutka
Gordon & Doris Ryan
Robert & Jennie Schroeder
Guests, Ronda & Steve Ranstrom
Jack & Marian Share
Guests, Dean & Michele Smith & sons
Nicholas & Brandon
Mike and Pat Share
Guests, Chris & Paula Gilvarry
Brenda Share
Brant Stephenson
Paul & Pauline Shull
Charles & Henrietta Siracusa
Frank & Alda Sivret
Frank & Patsy Sligh
Jack & Linda Steffen
James & Jane Smith
Jim & Stella Stivender
Charles & Judith Thurner
Henry & Audrey Tobiason
Frederick & Blanche Voss
Oral Walker & Thera Good
Fred Waltz
Joseph & Marilyn Wong
Burch & Mary Lou Wright
John & Luella Wright
Robert & Esther Wright
Bonnie & Ray Zylstra
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Sitting: Jack Steffen, Bennett Richmond, Fred Waltz, Hal Province, John Feda - Standing: Jim Martin, Tony Coutros, Ken Paxton, Bruce Sothern, Jack Share

Page 12



Scott, Alic Eric Mackey

Robin & Kevin Province

Ginny Muente, Bobb & Ginny Pachols
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Friday Night Buffet |
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Norman Mayer & Louise Crew

Standing: Mary & Tony Coutros; Marilyn & Joe Wong; Bernie & Son, John Farley;
Seated: Henrietta Romero

Norman Mayer, Louise Crew, Donna & Harry Crawford, Willis Griffis, Jim Martin
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Ray & Bonnie Zelstra, Lois Johnson, Gloria Haggins, Jim Martin,
Norman Mayer, Louise Crew at Ritis River Walk
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L Saturday, September 13, 2003
















Semor Catrzens Excercise Requmen

( A little secret for building arm and shoulder muscles).

Three days a week works well.
Begin by standing outside - behind the house. With a 5 pound potato sack in each
hand - extend your arms straight out to your sides and hold as long as you can.
After a few weeks, move up to 10 pound potato sacks and then to 50 pound potato
sacks - and finally get to where you can lift a 100 pound potato sack in each hand and
hold your arms straight for more than a full minute.
Next—
Start putting a few potatoes in the sacks, but be careful not to over do it.
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FRIENDS

WRITE:

CARL STEMEN - BREMEN, OH

Peg and I are very disappointed because we cannot be with the
group at San Antonio. My cardiologist and family doctor do not
think that it would be the wisest thing for me to do considering
the time it takes in the airport before boarding, changing planes,
air circulation plus Texas heat and the distance I may have to
walk are all against me. I am still in cardiac rehab 3 days a week.

Am enclosing the money for our son’s dues.

s sk e o e slecle e sl e sl sk sl ok

RON REECE - MENDLESHAM, ENG

Being ex-RAF I retain interest in our joint history, made possible
by our servicemen and their sacrifices. You are probably aware
that Mendlesham is now the site of a huge housing estate and
that various industrial companies occupy much of that site. |
used to visit British Telecom Labs at Martlesham (near
Mendlesham) when 1 was on the road selling electronic
components and always felt the presence of those brave men.
There is a pub there now with RAF memorabilia etc. I used to
sink a few pints there in honour of our joint history.

Keep the faith! Don’t let them forget what our servicemen did.

With all good wishes and war time memories.

Aeckkokok ook koo kok ke dkeakok

KIVETT IVEY - La GRANGE, NC
An old saying around here is “if the wind don’t blow and the
creek don’t rise, I will do so and so”.

Well, if the wind don’t blow and the creek don’t rise, Lucille and
I will celebrate our 63rd wedding anniversary on December 29,
2003. That equates into 4 children, 10 grandchildren, and 15
great grandchildren - at last count!

Ed - Congratulations, Lucille and Kivett from all the members
of the 34th BGA.

e ofe e sfe sfe oo sheske ke sfe oo ofe e ok

Page 26

PAUL & BETTY BRESH - FT. MYERS, FL

Thank you for such a special article in the September issue of
the Mendlesham Memories on our 60th wedding anniversary.

At the time of writing you and sending our photo, we had no
idea who would celebrate with us. Our daughter, Paulette, was
to be here for a visit and give us a party.

Sixty years ago in Blythe, California, Paul met a young man that
would become a life time friend. With arrangements made with
our daughter, Col. Edward J. Crowley and his wife, Sally, came
to our celebration. They now live in Peoria, AZ.

Ed was the bombardier of the B24 crew. For 60 years we have
shared our lives with each other. The surprise visit of Ed and
Sally was a truly wonderful gift to us.

sfe sfe ste sfe s sfe s o shesfe s st sk s ok

CHARLIE SIRAGUSA - SPRING, TX

Congratulations to Jack Share on being elected as President of
the 34th Bomb Group Association during the 2003 reunion in
San Antonio, Texas.

It was a great pleasure for Henrietta and me to have been able to
attend your reunion. I am a rookie in your association, having
joined in May 2002. Other than Jack Share and his wife Mirian,
we did not know any other members of the association. Being
retired Army, some of you may have thought, why would he
want to become a member of an Air Force outfit. Well there
were three big reasons. Number one, Jack and Marian are good
friends and I wanted to support his association by becoming an
Associate Member. Number two, though retired Army, I have
great respect for you guys and the job that you did during World
War Il and in any other conflict that you might have been involved
in. Number three, if by becoming a member helps your
association to continue, you can count on me to continue my
membership.

Henrietta and I got to meet quite a few of y’all and I do hope that
I can remember what face goes with what name the next time we
meet. (Y’all is Texan and it means all of you). And let me add
that I was proud to be among you and especially those that were
POW’s.

Again, thank you for welcoming me and my wife into your
association. We do hope to see all of you again at the next reunion.

Until then, God Bless you all.

sfe sfe sfe sfe e st e e stk ok

| BARBARA HEAD - W. LAFAYETTE, IN

This is to inform you that my husband, Francis T. Head passed
away Sept 1, 2003.

He always looked forward to getting the Mendlesham Memories
and I did also, Hope 1 will continue to receive it.

seakesh s e sl e e skl i sk e sk s




DON SHEE - DOWNERS GROVER, IL
s = I
THE JIM GLASS B-17 CREW of WW 2

Lt james M. Glass, Ir, 1707 Amiersi S, Buiiaie, NV 1543

REUNION AT NIAGARA FALLS, NY AUGUST 28, 2003

34th BOMB GROUP
MENDLESHAM, ENGLAND
1944 - 1945

James M, Glasy, Pilot {decensed )

Charles K. (Bob) Yockey, Co-pilot
Herbert D, Roy, Navigator

Charles A. Herget, Flight E

Fredrick . Aldridge, Racio Operator Sherwood L., Simmons, Togeleer
Benjamin Zeldes, Ball Turret Gunner W, C. Hetherington, Tail Gunner
Donald L. Shee, Waist Gunier Winnie Witeh, Mascot (deceased)

THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Last week, 7 out of 8 of our living crew members went for a ride
in a B-17. The above flyer tells the who, where and when of the
event. We all had a truly great time. It only lasted a couple of
days, but the half-hour we spent flying in the big bird was the
highlight of the event.

The B-17 is the one operated by the Experimental Aircraft
Association (EAA) out of Oshkosh, WI. They tour the B-17
around the country each year, selling rides and tours of the
aircraft. Their web site is http://www.b17.org/

It is now doubtful that I'll get to the reunion in San Antonio next
week, but I wanted to request the Reunion Committee to give
some consideration to coinciding next year’s meeting site with a
city where a B-17 will be available for rides and tours. Properly
promoted, it could (and SHOULD) help to increase attendance.
They are currently in the process of planning next year’s
“missions”.

Sure wish I could be with all of you in San Antone.

Jim Glass crew at Niagara Falls, Aug. 28, 2003
Left to right: Charlie Herget, Sherwood Simmons, Fred
Aldridge,
Bob Yockey, Don Shee, Ben Zeldes, Bill Hetherington,
Missing from photo: Her b Roy (apparently lost his way).

et s e koo e s ksl e e sl e ok

DON SHEE - DOWNERS GROVE, IL

Hope you had a great time at the reunion in San Antone. Sure
wish I could have made it this year. I'm going to re-group and
shoot for next year. Has Harold Rutka come up with an official
site for next year’s gathering?

Attached is a shot of our crew member, Bill “Pops” Hetherington,
sitting in his favorite position-the tail end of a B-17.

I sincerely appreciate all the work that you do to get MM out to
everyone each quarter. Only those that have worked on deadlines
understand how trying things can be. Hang in there.

“Pops” in the tail of a B-17

o 3k A o ol ol ol ook ke sk i kR

FRED AND GINNY MUENTE - WAUMATOSA, WI

Well, we finally made it home after 4,500 miles of total travel.

Thanks for doing a great job and “bravos™ to all the committees
for putting another great reunion together.

Always look forward to receiving the “MM™ and for the stories
that are related. Good luck on taking over the “left seat™ in the
cockpit.

e oo e sfe ofe oo ofe she e sfeoe ke e ok

Page 27



FRED BERGLUND - TITUSVILLE, FL

What a thrill to attend the 34th reunion in San Antonio. My 34th
mentor, Roger Revay, and I got together after 57 years. He had a
lot of missions and was shot down on his 30th raid. I watched
his B-17 go down in smoke and flame over Stendal, Germany. It
was only my 3rd mission. Roger bailed out and was beaten to a
pulp by some German farmers. Patton’s tanks rescued him after
he escaped from a German jail.

I was told, by John Doronsky, a former president of the 34th
BGA, that Roger had died years ago. He lives! And after 57
years we got back together again. Praise God!

We had a real session with Jack Share, editor of MM and now
our new president, congratulations.

PS. Nice meeting you Michele Smith, what a great job you are
doing as publisher of our newsletter, Mendlesham Memories.

ste ste st e e s she e sfe s ste sk ke ook

CHARLES YOCKEY - DELAWARE, AR
“A Time To Remember”

On August 28th 2003, through the efforts of Don Shee,a member
of the Jim Glass crew, with the cooperation of Adam Smith,
Director EAA Air Venture Museum and Scott Mayher, Director
of Promotions, a flight was scheduled on the EAA B-17
“Aluminum Overcast” in the Buffalo-Niagara Falls area.

Seven members of our original crew arrived at the Buffalo airport
by noon on the 27th where we were met by Jim Cavaneau,
president of the Buffalo EAA chapter who was to be our host
and tour guide for the next two days.

Following a tour of the Buffalo area, we spent the evening at the
“Flying Tiger” restaurant on the old air base dining and
remembering long past events.

The next day, after a ride on the “Maid of the Mist” boat to the
falls we went to the airport, being met there by the media. After
interviews and photos, the EAA flight crew said “Let’s fly”. Once
on the plane, we could go to any position but had trouble with
the bomb bay and ball turret which seems to have “shrunk” over
the years. The *‘ol Bird” may be 62 years old, but she is probably
in much better condition that some in which we flew in WWIL

This was truly a “Time to Remember”.

sk sk ik ke e sk e s sl o

KIVET IVEY - LA GRANGE, NC

The reunion this year was one of the best ones I have attended!
Hats off to the reunion committee. They get better every year!
Am looking forward to next year. My son and daughter had a
good time and will most likely be with me next year. I think they
have a little problem keeping up with me - or maybe it’s the
other way around!

Had a problem riding out the hurricane but thank goodness it
didn’t do much damage where I am. A couple of days’ cleanup
and we were back in shape. Not so {or those further Northeast of
here.

s ke s e e e e s e sl sl s e
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SYLVIA & CARROLL FORISTER - KIRKWOOD. MO

Another great reunion and it was over far too soon. We had a
grand time, though we miss some special faces and hope their
absence was due to family weddings, births, or other such happy
events.

As usual, the committee’s advance planning was splendid and
they deserve a round of applause from each attendee. Trying to
please nearly 200 old duffs must be a daunting proposition and
one that would cause most of us many a sleepless night!! So,
here’s three cheers for each of them.....hip, hip hooray! And
another three (hip, hip hooray) for our new president. Jack Share
is perfect for the job.

Looking forward to next year’s reunion, wherever it may be!
Vivienne (Forister) now Schwab says she’ll be there too.

sk ofe sk sheofe o sk ke s sl sl sk e

WILLIAM ORTON - BOISE, ID

Thanks for printing my article about the 1446th Ordnance Supply
and Maintenance Company (page 6 September 03 issue). But, I
want to make a few corrections. The top picture on the left side
should be entitled Armament Supply and the names should read
from right to left and the picture below of the Armament
Maintenance, the names should also read from right to left. The
fourth person’s name is Wyette.

Sorry that I was unable to attend the reunion in San Antonio. [
am sure that it was a good one and enjoyed by all in attendance.
I am looking forward to your next issue. You are doing a good
job and I know that everyone enjoys and appreciates all that you
are doing.

Ed: Sorry for the foul up. I know some of you 1446 Ondnance
vets are still with us and belong to the 34th BGA. Hope this
clarifies the error.

ES T E ST

MARGO & BILL BURNELL - KIRKLAND, WA

We were both so sorry to have to cancel being with the 34th in
San Antonio. We had our tickets to travel to San Antonio via
train and were really looking forward to it. Bill’s health along
with our care of my Mom who is on dialysis and now living
with us made the decision for us. We will be anxious to see the
pictures and read about it in the MM,

We would like to congratulate Bill’s crew mate, Hap Prillaman
on the occasion of his marriage to Mary Richardson on Aug.
13th. We are so very happy for them and wish them well. I know
they plan to be in San Antonio so those in attendance will already
know the news. Way to go Hap!!!

I too, along with Birget Lonergan really appreciate the list of
past reunions.

Thanks for the great work on MM.
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DAVID AND SONIA FIEBER - BAKERSFIELD, CA

Just wanted to say we had a great time at the reunion. It was nice
seeing all of you again and we look forward to the reunion next
year. Congratulations of your appointment as the new 34th
president. I think they have picked the perfect person.

I promise you I will submit something for the MM..probably
before the Spring issue deadline.

Thanks again for all your hard work on the MM. you really do
an exceptional job and I know that all the members look forward
to every isssue.

sfe e stk s sfe s e s e sk ke ok

JIM HINCHEE - SALEM, VA

Sorry it has taken so long to write you about the reunion. It was
one of the best we have attended. The city, people and the weather
were great. It is always good to get together with the group and
see old friends and make new ones. Sure hope everyone else had
as good of a time as Dickie and I did. We sure did enjoy meeting
your family. They are a family to be proud of. Thanks for all the
good work on Mendlesham Memories and taking the job of
president. If we can help let us know.

e s o ol e sl ke sk sl sl sk

RALPH STANBERRY, JR - SIMPSONVILLE, SC

With regret, I must add another name to your TAPS section. My
father, Ralph “Muggs” Stanberry, Sr of the 7th squadron, TT.
Engineer, McDonald crew died of pulmonary fibrosis on Sept.
23, 2003. He was a quiet man with a quick dry wit that remained
unimpaired to the last. He will be greatly missed.

Muggs hardly ever spoke of his experiences over Europe until
about two years ago when he asked me to help him to write of it.
Over a six month period we put together a small book for the
family. In spite of his arthritis, he laboriously wrote thousands
of words as I researched the 34th Group mission diaries for
material to jog his memory. During that time, 1 found him often
lost in thought with a faraway look in his eyes. When I asked, he
said he heard those big twin wasp radials again thinking about
the Saarbrucken mission of July 19, 1944. Flak hit number three
engine on the bomb run taking the hydraulics with it, he went
unconscious when his walk-around oxygen bottle gave out while
releasing hung up bombs manually. Number four engine ran away
and they couldn’t feather the prop. Almost everything that could
go wrong did! That is, until Lt McDonald and Lt Nelson nursed
them safely back to an emergency coastal field.

He always felt the Air Medal he earned that day should have
gone to McDonald for landing a B-24 with two engines out on
one side, and no brakes, without crashing.

Forever impatient with pomp and ceremony and pretension,
before passing away he requested we have a life celebration
instead of a funeral. So we did. With his brother’s sons rocking
the church with the guitar and Dobro, he played all his life, we
had a party. He woulda loved it.
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MARGARET KLINE - BURNT HILLS, NY

My husband, George, of 57 memorable years passed away Oct.
14, 2003 after a long illness. He was laid to rest in Saratoga
National Cemetery with full military honors.

He was so proud of his association with the 34th Bomb Group.
We attended the 1st reunion in Nashville and several after, also,
the 1990 trip to England.

We so looked forward to the reunions we were able to attend to
see all the friends we had made.
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CONNIE ROMERO DOMINIQUE - LAFAYETTE, LA
Here are some photos from the San Antonio reunion for inclusion
in the December issue of MM. We all truly enjoyed the reunion
and we hope you will share our photos with all of the wonderful
people we met from the 34th Bomb Group. We can see why
mom and dad enjoyed those reunion trips so much!

Thanks for all of the work you do and best wishes in the
upcoming year as president.
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AUBREY TOBIASON - REMER, MN.

We had a really good flight home, as a matter of fact, we landed
20 minutes early in Minneapolis.

Henry and I would both like to say how much we appreciate all
the work that goes into one of these reunions and what a
wonderful job the committee does. We have some wonderful
memories of this reunion as well as the ones in the past. Itis a
shame there isn’t a medal that can be awarded to the committee
for “Service Above and Beyond the Call of Duty”. (I bet that
sounds familiar to a lot of you guys).

Henry isn’t sure if it was an honor to be the OLDEST 34th
member at the reunion, but I am happy to say he is 88 years
young and going strong.

Audrey and Henry Tobiason

Ed: More power to you Henry - go Henry go. We'll see you next
year.
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Congratulations to
Gordon and Nellie
® Breeding of Alpena, MI
Married October 26, 1943
at Farmington, Michigan

die was 80 years old
1e 5, 2003.
80 years old
25, 2003

Thought For today:

;- When you're in

love,
it shows”

In Memoriam
MY DAD

Verne Santas
The most wonderful role model anyone
could have in their lives.

I treasure every day I had with you and am
most appreciative for those last three when I
was blessed with the time and the love of
God to be able to tell you how I have felt all
these years.

Thank you for all you did for me and my children.
I know you are happy in heaven.
Love, Sheila Anna

VERNE F. SANTAS, JR.
August 6, 1922 - July 13, 2003

Thank you Bev, from Moon and Back Graphics for the beautiful work
she did in mounting this photo of my father on the star.

Verne Santas



Last Name
Bachouros
Camp
Chester
Farbo
Mongeon
Morrison
Morrison
Schmitt
Starr
Welch
Wraga
Yates

Last Name
Allen
Crook

Garfinkel
Gilreath
Head
Kline
Morris
Stanberry

First Name
Lynn, A
John, R
Evelyn
John,L
Dan
Everett, L.
Shirley, M
Hallard,S
John, ]
Kevin
Walter, W
Francis,B

First Name

Donald,F

Org
18a
181m

391lm
18a
18
Hdgq

391

18
391

Org
18

Change Of Address

Address

35090 Nikki Ave

City
North Ridgeville

Po Box 339 Chattooga Wood Rd, Cashiers

1275 Simms Heights Rd

41 Heath Vig

10241 Fairfax Dr

313 S 1st St

3150 Channel Blvd

3570 Washington Pike

4601 66th St West #700-a
14a Cranbrook Pl Glendowie
10000 Brunswick Ave

66 N Airline Rd

Dod
7-08-03

Lonnie, H GRP HDQ 10-20-03

Bernard

J. Harry 18
Frances, T
George, H
Cletus
Ralph,M

7lm

4

391
7

391LM  5-28-03
7-21-03

PO Box 668 Dona Ana
132 Chestnut Lane Helena AL
9-01-03 4602 Taft Rd W. Lafayette
10-14-03 237 Blue Barn Rd. Burnt Hills
10-02-03 P.O. Box 96 Pinch
0-23-03 1490 Needmore Rd Bryson City

Kingston Springs
Hackettstown

Ft Belvoir
Osborne
Chamainus
Bridgeville
Bradenton
Auckland 1005
Silver Springs

Wallingford
Taps
Address City
5914 E. Kincaid Wichita

600 Flournoy Lucas Rd.
Live Oak Rt. Ctr. Apt. 01, Shreveport

Zip

OH 44039-1475

NC 28717-0218

TN 37082

NIJ 07840-4008
VA 22060

KS 67473-2621
BC Vor 1k2

PA 15017-1089
FL 34210

New Zealand

MD 20910

CT 06492-2643

State  Zip
KS 67218
LA 71115
NM 88032
35080

IN 47906
NY 12027
WV 25156
NC 28713

On A Green And Distant Hill

A Line Of Troopers Standing Still
Their Heads Held High
Yet All Eyes Weep
Another Friend Is Now Asleep
He Rests In God's Eternal Care

He Stood With Us In Day’s Long Gone
Days Of Laughter—Of Fear—

Of Dreaming Of Home

We'll Meet Again

We Each But Wait For The Bugler’s Call

—Fidler’s Green Adaptation By Ben Moody

Last Name
Green
Ranstrom
Steiner

First Name
Frances
Linda
Cleave

Org
301a

Ola
391a

New Associate Members

Address

2731 Fridenger Mill Rd
724 Fairmont
1508 North Bend Rd

In Memory Of
Val J. Mcclelland

Ray Myers & Harry Gilreath

Donald Romero
Donald Allen
Cletus Morris

City
Manchester
Burley
Jarrettsville

Donor

Maxene Mcclelland
Raymond Jetton
Mrs. Mavis Romero
Ken Paxton

Ken Paxton

MD 21102
ID 83318
MD 21084

Donations To The Ray L. Summa Scholarship Fund
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