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Passing Of The Gavel 

On September 13, 2003 the leadership of the 34th Bomb Group 
Association changed hands when the 2002-2003 president, Fred 
Waltz, handed the gavel over to the incoming president for the 
years 2003-2004, Jack Share. Jack's acceptance speech follows: 

''This is a great honor for me to able to serve as president of this 
fine organization for the next year. l, truthfully, never thought of 
being in this position but when Bruce Sothern, our nominating 
committee chairman, asked me to take it l felt compelled to say 
yes because I have indeed gained much from being associated 
with the 34th Bomb Group Association for these many years. l 
have met more wonderful people than anyone could ever hope 
for- seen more of the country than most people will ever see and 
more importantly, have had the opportunity to once again be 
associated with those veterans with whom I shared many 
unforgettable experiences during the World War IJ years and 
also the opportunity to meet their families and friends. 

With that said, and with Marian's blessing, I am proud and 
honored to serve the 34th Bomb Group Association as it's 
president for the 2003-2004 term and hereby, officially, accept 
the nomination. Thank you very much." 

Share-
a thought ... 

Another reunion has come and gone and, 
from the photos and reports coming in, 
it was one to remember. And speaking 
of photos, they have been coming in 
literally in droves . Because of the 
technology and interest in digital 
cameras, we are having the reunion 
covered from every angle. The only problem is that they do not 
have the names of the subjects and although I know quite of few 
of your names, I don't know everyone. That being the case, you' II 
see very few captions on the photos, my apologies. Also, there 
being so many, and I don't want to leave anyone out, we are 
going to have to make them smaller to save space. Other wise 
we would have a multi - multi page newsletter and I don' t think 
our treasurer would appreciate getting that invoice. I thank you 
all for your super photography and special thanks to Bobb 
Pacholski for helping me out at the banquet. With all the shots 
you took I'm wondering when you had time to eat. 

Once again, it was great to see you all again. 1 didn't get a chance 
to talk, as much as I would have like to, with all those that attended 
but I did meet many that were on their first reunion. We hope 
that all will return in 2004, wherever it may be. We know that 
the reunion committee is working very hard to find a suitable 
location. 

If you liked the cover of this newsletter as much as I did, thank 
one of the many time contributors to the newsletter, Evan Rogers. 
I don't know the story behind the photo but I guess we could all 
put a name to the faces. 

Since it will be very near Christmas by the time you receive this 
newsletter, I would like to take this opportunity to wish season's 
greeting to each of you, and your families, and a most happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year to you all. 

Jack 

DUES DUES DUES 
are Due!!!! 

NOW 
J a~uary 1, 2004 

Send Your $10.00 To: 
Harold Province 

153 North Hill Dr 
Carriere, MS 39426 
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From the President 
Since I have the honor and piivilege, to serve the organization as 
both, editor and now president, it becomes necessary for me to 
write two columns. As Hal Province reminded me, at least now 
it won' t be necessary to bug the president for his quarterly report. 

First, l was heartened by the turnout at the San Antonio reunion, 
especially by the many family members and friends in attendance. 
Also by the response I have been receiving from those who were 
in attendance for the first time. All approved of the fine time 
they enjoyed and we hope that they will encourage others to see 
what they've been missing all these years. It certainly provides 
us with an incentive to keep the reunions and organhation alive 
for, at least, a few more years into the future. 

I would like to extend my congratulations to our board of 
directors a very distinguished and capable group of individuals, 
I might add. Three of them, Jim Hinchee, Bobb Pacholski and 
Claude Conklin were elected this year. All of them have been 
members of the 34th BGA for many years and are in a position 
to capably administer to the requirements necessary to maintain 
the integrity and continuance of the organization. To that end, 
we are pledged to work together. 

I feel very confident in taking on this responsibility because of 
the fine core of people that are, and have been, in responsible 
positions for many years. Hal Province, our corresponding 
secreta!'} and treasurer, the reunion committee of Harold Rutka, 
Bob Wright and their wives, Gen and Esther, and Bruce Sothem. 
Our board secretary, John Feda. Jim Martin, chaplain and again 
Bruce Sothern who has held the unenviable position as chairman 
of the nominating committee for many years. Ken and Kathleen 
Paxton are an integral part of the organization in maintaining the 
PX so diligently. Acknowledgment must also be made to Gary 
Ferrell, our archivist, for all his computer work in bringing the 
history of the 34th bomb group up to date. I would be remiss if I 
did not thank all of you loyal members who come to the reunions 
year after year and also the many associate members who are 
signing up. Without you attending our reunions we would have 
no organization. With this kind of cooperation, we look forward 
to a few more years of comraderie. 

Again, I want to thank the membership for the trust and 
confidence they have put in me and I promise do my best to 
carry on the fine tradition of the 34th Bomb Group. 

Jack 

Too Busy to Get Old 
My body maY' age, but my mind will stay youn 

I've much left to do, many songs to be sung 
Many roads to be traveled, mucn love to express, 
Many souls that need aid, who are now in distress. 

I mill do what I can, to help bn@pten your day; 
I will spread cheerand love as I pass by your way. 

The world is'my oyster, to have, to hold; 
Why, I'm really too busy to ever grow old!. 

~~--- ··~._ ____ _ 
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Treasurer~s 

Column 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Would you 
believe that we are about to enter the 
fourth year of the 3rd MILLINNEUM? 
Hardly seems possible that just five 
years ago we were worrying about the 
Y2K Problem! 

To start 2004, those of you who pay annual dues must now send 
in you dues for 2004! I don' t dun for dues so let this be your 
notification. 

Random thoughts on the reunion: Am I the only one for whom 
the period between reunions seems excessively long!-and then 
the days at reunion seem to be tied to a jet and are swiftly gone! 

The San Antonio reunion adds another knot to the Reunion 
Committee's Belt of accomplishments! Excellent facilities, good 
town, good attendance, good fellowship-all added to make this 
an excellent reunion. It was especially gratifying to see so many 
of our second generation in attendance and enjoying talking with 
the old geezers! Personally it opened a door of telling my son 
and daughter-in-law about the days of yore that had not been 
opened! When I asked them if they enjoyed the reunion the 
response was "Yes, we most certainly did! Where is the next 
one?" 

Several members paid for their children 's dues for next year and 
I even had an Associate Life member purchased. I suggest that 
you enroll your child if you haven't all ready done so! Get them 
involved in the 34th BGA! 

J. Lowery was making good use of his time and was able to 
record several interviews with members in preparation for the 
Documentary he is building on the 34th Bomb Group. I'm told 
his video graphing of the interview was with a good backdrop 
for an interview. Lowery will probably be back next year for he 
is a new associate member. 

Many were pleased to meet the personable young lady, Michele 
Smith, who is the publisher and responsible for seeing that 
everything is printed OK in MM! She and her family were with 
us at the Saturday banquet. 

We had several tables reserved for larger groups at the banquet. 
Jack Share and Norman Mayer debated on which had the largest 
group, they may have tied with 12 in each party! 

We missed seeing some faces that were at previous reunions, 1 
hope it wasn't a health problem that kept them away. I'm sorry if 
you weren't able to attend, perhaps arrangements can be made to 
attend the next on! Plan on it NOW! 

Best wishes to all of you in the forthcoming year! May it bring 
Peace, good health, and prosperity to each of you! 

May GOD abundantly bless! 
Hal 



Reunion Committee Report 
The 19th annual reunion of the 34th Bombardment Group (H) is 
now part of our history. Our attendance was 182 with 191 at the 
banquet dinner. The number in attendance was higher than our 
Salt Lake City reunion when we had 177. We are not complaining 
and hope our next reunion will show another increase as more 
fami ly members and guests attend our reunion. 

The registration committee consisting of Esther Wright and 
Genevieve Rutka were busy as usual. They even had some people 
from a reunion of a flight training class attempting to register 
with our group. We were surprised to hear that this might be 
their last reunion as they had no one interested in doing the work 
and they had hired "Armed Forces Reunion" to make all the 
arrangements for them. 

The Friday tour of the area left at the scheduled time. Our first 
stop was the SAS shoe facto ry. You may have heard the name­
it stands for "San Antonio Shoes". The old cars were not on 
display as a fire had destroyed the building. Some of our members 
purchased shoes and handbags and one person on each of the 
three buses won a free pair of shoes. We toured the mission 
Concepcion, the Alamo Chapel, and the San Antonio Market. 
Then returned to the Radisson Hotel for our dinner. 

Saturday at 9:00A.M. was our annual membership meeting and 
it was fairly well attended. You can read about it in our recording 
secretary's report in this issue. 

There was 191 in attendance for the banquet dinner that night. 
We were a bit crowded because we had a higher attendance than 
was estimated. The hotel personnel were very cooperative in 
accommodating the extra turnout. 

Recipients of the 2003 Ray Summa 
34th Bomb Group 

Scholarship Awards 
The scholarsh~p comlllittee once again had the unenviable 
task of picking three winners from a list of several top of 
their class students. The following applicants were selected 
as the winners. 

Second Award- $750.00 
Daniel Crawford of Ticonderoga, NY 

Sponsored b'y - Hany Crawford 4th Squadron 

Third Award - $500.00 
Courtney Dominique of Lafayette, LA 

Sponsore'd by Henrietta Romero 7th Squadron 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Scholarship Committee: 
John Feda, Ambers Hanson, Robert Vaughn, Hal Province 

The members of the 34th Bomb Group Association are to be 
congratulated for. their sponsorship of the important 
Scholarship Pmgram. Also, the judges deserve the thanks of 
the 34th BGA for tlieir diligent time and efforts in cheosing 
the recipients from the 2003 list of qualified applicants. 

The room selected for the PX was one of the best we have had. To the Editor: We are developing a television program series 
It was close to the elevators and was easy to find. The Paxtons highlighting the romantic relationships between WW11 personnel 
did their usual good job for the group. and their loved ones back at home. While numerous films and 

We are now working on our bomb group's 20th annual reunion. 
We expect to have more information on that in the next issue of 
Mendlesham Memories. 

The reunion committee wishes everyone of you our very best 
wishes for a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year and 
hope to see all of you at our next year's reunion. 

The Reunion Committee 
Harold Rutka, Robert Wright, Bruce Sothem 

documentaries captured heroes, battles, and the brutality of war­
-few focused on the relationships that suffered, endured, even 
thrived after wartime. We are cunently collecting stories of the 
"everyday" heroes during WWII--the many men and women 
who kept their love and commitment intact despite the hardships 
of war. We want to share reminiscences that teach us how they 
coped. How did their love and commitment survive? How did 
they keep hope alive? Where did they find their strength? 

Our goal is to give a platform for these wattime heroes--both the 
veterans and their families--so that we may benefit from the 
wisdom of those who lived, loved, and hoped during the years 
of World War II. We know this generation of veterans and their 
spouses are passing from us, and we have missed opportunities 
to talk to some of them directly. Hopefully, however, those who 
have gone will have stories still alive in their children. 

Mindi Mathews, Hero Productions Mail: The Reunion Project 
c/o Hero Productions, PMB 286, 3807-GH South Peoria, Tulsa, 
OK 74105 Email: mindi@heroproductions.com 
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Mission To Dresden 
Bob Wright - 7th Squadron 

On Friday March 2nd 1945, the briefing was at 0300 hours and 
we were told we would have a few fighters to attack us near the 
Russian border and 77 guns around the marshalling yard in the 
town. We took off at 0640 hours, climbed to 8,000 feet to get in 
formation position 32 in the low squadron. We flew through the 
Zelder Zee at 18,000 feet but didn't get any flak there. We got 
some flak at the J.P. and at this time we were warned of enemy 
fighters in the area. Our P-51 's turned away from us and dropped 
their belly tanks. Up ahead, some fighters were identified as Me-
109's. They knocked down several B-17's. We could also see 
some fighters shot down. They came in on us from all directions 
- tracers and 20MM shells were popping all around. My top 
turret gunner gave them a few bursts of .50 calibers and they 
turned away. 

One came in at 5o' clock high and my top gunner's shells started 
hitting his engine. He went into a flat spin and went down. The 
waist gunner verified it as a kill. At about the same time, three 
FW-190's came in at seven o'clock, a little high, with the center 
one doing slow rolls with his wingman. The waist gunner shot 
an FW-190 coming in at 2 o'clock and it was seen going down 
spinning. The navigator called out an FW-190 coming in at 12 
o'clock just to get on a P-51. The Me-l 90's were dog fighting 
with the P-SI's. 

Our lead plane got some 20MM hits in his wing but stayed in 
formation. The few B-17's ahead of us got in our close formation. 
An FW-190 was coming in head on and the crew was firing at 
him but he shot out our oil cooler on the number one engine and 
oil was pouring out over the wing. I feathered the prop hoping 
we wouldn't catch on fire. We held formation by pouring on the 
coal to the other three engines until the attack was over. We got 
some holes in the nose and were hit again after bombs away. 
The German fighters were shooting at the stragglers. Some time 
later we dropped out of formation and flew home alone, getting 
a little flak at the battle ground lines. I made a good landing on 
the three remaining engines and we were the first from our 7th 
squadron to land. 

When we told the ground_crew our experience they just about 
beat us to death congratulating us on our good luck. We got our 
shot of whiskey and our chocolate then went on to interrogation 
to put in our claims for enemy aircraft destroyed. This was the 
34th Bomb Groups !34th mission, and our 32nd, with only three 
to go to make our 35th mission. 

crash on September 
County decided that 

nv~·rr"'''"' So, at 10 AM 

- Paris, TN 

Piqua, OH 

2nd Lt. Frank C. - Aoral 

, ... ~_ ...... ,.. .. Flight Officer .... v.,u .. :o. 

Junction, WI 

H. Lamker - Littleferry, 

B. Lee - '·"""'~~··--u•.v, 



GEVLOGEN FOOD MISSIONS !NA~f li:OLLAND 
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The above information was sent to us by Henry Kwik, a native 
of Holland who will never forget what the Americans did for his 
starving people back in the late days of WWII and never wants 
the World to ever forget it either. His letter follows: 

May 11, 2003 
Henny Kwik 
Alexander Dubcekplaats 7 
2332 HX Leiden, Holland 

You can believe it or not, but I still organize every year an 
exposition with subjects about air war over Europe and 70% of 
it in the exposition goes about the food missions to Western 
Holland. And even after so many years the Dutch are still very( I) 
interested in these wonderful missions "from Heaven". As many 
of you know, I since June 1945 try to gather everything from 
these food missions and l am very glad to know through the 
years I made many friends with former "fooddroppers" in the 
States. 

This year l had another food mission exposition, this time not in 
Lei den, but in a small town 4 miles of Leiden named Voorschoten. 
About three miles from Valkenburg Air Base where in April/May 
1945 also food was dropped, in this case by Lancasters of the 
RAF. 

The exposition in Voorschoten was opened only for officials on 
May 3 with 85 quests and on May 4 and May 5 (our Liberation 
Day) the exposition was open to the public from 11:00 - 16:00 
hours. When the exposition was closed after these days more 
than 785 visitors passed to the front door of the building - so 
after 58 years the Dutch still remember and interested in the 
food missions! 

And I am still interested in new contacts with former 
"foodroppers". We are getting - old, but for the coming 
generation it is important to know all about the food missions at 
the end of World War II. 

All the best, 
Henny Kwik 

66,135 ton 

67,405 ton 

58,061 ton 

58,424 ton 

5 B-17G 8,618 ton 

65,691 ton 

In a related article sent in by Earl Zesch, former S/Sgt. B-17 
Armorer Gunner, 7th Sqd, 34th B.G. 

In February, my wife, Delores, and I attended a dinner 
commemorating the birthday of President Abraham Lincoln. We 
were entertained by a very talented group of young singers 
ranging in age from 5 to 16 years. Their music consisted ofsongs 
about America's history with emphasis on our Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. The performance was very inspirational. The 
young singers are part of an organization called "Celebration 
USA" founded by a former schoolteacher, Paula Burton. Ms. 
Burton created the organization when she discovered, when 
teaching, how little her students knew about American history. 
The goal of "Celebration USA" is to promote the study of 
American history in our schools. 

At the end of the singers' peJformance, Paula Burton informed 
the audience that she was formerly of Holland during I945. She 
recalled shouting, "the Americans are coming, the Americans 
are coming!" When she learned that we were about to drop food 
to the starving people of Holland. She said, when she related 
this story at other performances, several members in the audience 
came forth and indicated they were some of the former airmen 
in the B-17s that made the drops. Later in the evening l went up 
to Ms. Burton and told her l, too, was one of those airmen. She 
became very emotional and embraced me tearfully, thanking me 
over and over again for what we did. I was a bit choked up too. 

I recall during the flight I was on (l was at the tail gunners 
position), that as we made our approach at low altitude to the 
designated drop zone, I saw a number of young ladies in the 
.fields waving flags or cloth at us. Perhaps Paula Burton was 
one of those young girls! 

Should anyone wish to learn more about Paula Burton's 
organization, check out the website:celebrationusa.org 

Earl Zesch 
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An Officer (and Gentleman) in London 
By Fred Berglund (Edited) 

Piccadilly Circus, here we come. After flying bombing missions 
for 12 straight days, we felt we had "had it". Our Flight Engineer, 
Weber Butler and Radio Operator, Bob DeVoe, on our ship 
"Missbehavin Raven" were in the "flak shack'' hospital at our 
Mendlesham base. The German suicide attack, on our 3rd 
mission, really gave us the "willies". We saw two German 
fighters suicide dive right into two American B-17's in the group 
ahead of the 34th bomb group. All that remained of the 18 men 
and the two planes was a huge orange flash followed by a giant 
cloud of black smoke. Not one speck of planes or men fell out of 
that cloud. Smithereens!! 

We were looking forward 
to some R and R and 
seeing some of the 
"Piccadilly Commandos" 
we had heard so much 
about. The girls paraded at 
the World famous 
Piccadilly Circus, not far 
from Buckingham Palace. 
Although the changing of 
the guard at the Palace was 

; 

an interesting sight that ·---" 
many of us watched, most 
young men went right to ....:.. _ 
Piccadilly Square . We, 
however, headed for a 
Black Market cafe, which 
served real steaks, which 
we had not tas ted in 
months. After that 

''Picadilly Tilly'' B>ck row L" 10 R., Cottoll 
Fori~ler. Ernie Woelfel. Jnck Blad,ham. 
Len Uiolus. Frnnt row L. 10 R., Rob Bice, 
Ken Humphre)'s, Francis Rowley. 

delicious meal, we headed ~-.... ----~.­
for the famous Covent Gardens where we heard were hundreds 
of England 's prettiest young ladies holding court. A sight to 
behold and they loved to jitterbug and do a dance called the 
"hooky poky" where you put your right foot forward then your 
left foot forward etc. The Glen Miller type band was wonderful. 
We went back to the Black Market cafe for a real fme breakfast 
of bacon and eggs in the wee hours of the morning. 

We took a tour of the Thames River and visited the infamous 
Tower of London where many famous people were axed to death 
in bygone years. We saw Big Ben, the famous clock that never 
lost a minute during the entire blitz of London. Saw mile after 
mile of bombed out brick buildings in London, which made the 
sight of the World Trade center wreckage pale by comparison. 

Then back to the base for another run at 35 missions. 

We had a B-24 in our 34th bomb group aptly called "Piccadilly 
Tilly. The B-24's were replace with B-17's soon after four B-
24's were shot down by German fighters while landing at our 
base in Mendlelsham. 
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Restoration of B-17 
Number 42-29782 

Recently our archivist, Gary Ferrell came up with a list ofB-17's 
that were at Blythe Air Field when the 34th Bomb Group was 
stationed there , as a training group, prior to being activated for 
combat. He stated that one of those planes was currently being 
restored for the Seattle Museum of Flight. Paul Anderson, a 
member of the 34th Bomb Group Association, who lives in that 
area, has been following the progress of the restoration. In a recent 
e-mail to Hal Province, he updates us on the restoration. 

"I got hold of Herb Phelan who is in charge of the B-17 restoration 
for the Seattle Museum of Flight. History seems to agree with 

what Gary found on B-17 
number 42-297 82. The 
plane is not now at the 
museum but in a hanger at 
the Renton airport. 
Volunteers work on it on 

· ~ '/ Saturdays and it is open to 

1, ~ \)\ \_, ~ view on that day only. They 
V\~ _JX.\ \_\...\ ...., are trying to make it air 

( J ) \~ '( _worthy but Herb was rather 
"~~"--""~ evasive as to why they are 

taking so long. I gather the 
FAA is giving them a lot of 
trouble. It did fly up to the 
restoration center at Paine 
Field, where I volunteer, a 

.. .,...,.,.,.._..., couple of years ago on a 

plane and 1 will try to get some." 

temporary permit. While 
there we changed a couple 
of jugs on one engine with 
low compression. Herb said 
he had a lot of photos of the 

"If you are not familiar with the area, the Seattle Museum of 
Flight is located at the south end of Boeing Field (real name is 
King County Airport). It is a really nice museum and is in the 
process of getting bigger with the acquiring of many planes from 
the Fighter Aces Museum in Mesa, Arizona. I do my volunteering 
at the museum's restoration center at Paine Field (real name 
Snohomish County Airport) in Everett, which is about 40 miles 
north of the museum. All the wide body Boeing planes; 747, 
767,777 are made in Everett. The narrow body planes; 737, 757 
are made at Renton, which is about 35 miles south of Everett, a 
few miles east of Boeing Field. I get invited to lots of things at 
the museum but seldom go because driving in bumper to bumper 
traffic through the middle of Seattle, at five o'clock in the evening, 
is not my idea of fun. Guess I'm getting old!" 

"Incidentally, the name of the B-17 42-29782 is "The Bee" and 
has the picture of a bee painted on its nose. This is probably 
because Boeing helped them so much with the restoration. Up 
here, Boeing is often referred to as the "Big B"." 
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KEY RINGS - 8TH AIR FORCE - B-17 - B-24 

HAT PINS (FOR DECOR) B-24- B-17 or POW 

$37.50 ea. 

$49.95 ea. 

$5.00 ea 

$9.50 ea. 

$3.00 ea. 

$5.00 ea. 

$9.95 ea. 

$5.00 ea. 

$ 1.50 ea. 

$ 1.50 ea. 

$6.00 ea. 

$4.00 ea 

$3.50 ea. 

WINGS - PILOT- BOMBARDIER - NAVIGATOR- GUNNER 

WINGS - 2" CREW 

Large- $ 4.00 ea., Small - $3.00 ea. 

$4.00 ea. 

WINGS - 1" -PILOT- BOMBARDIER- NAVIGATOR- ENG- GUNNER for (CAP OR LAPEL) 

TIE TACK- 8TH A.F.- 4TH- 7TH- 18TH- 391ST SQDNS 

BALL PEN (retractable) W/REPLACEABLE CARTRIDGE 

DK. BLUE W/GOLD LETTERS (34TH BOMB GROUP, 8TH AIR FORCE) AND GOLD TRIM 

V.C.R. TAPE 58 rnins. ( " Start Your Engines + 50 Years") 

MEN'S POLO SHIRT WI POCKET AND 34TH B.G EMBLEM (Hunter Green- beautiful) 

MED. LRG XLRGXXLRG 

MEN'S POLO SHIRT (Cobblestone beige) W/34TH B.G EMBLEM and LOGO- (no pocket). 

Also MED. LRG XLRG XXLRG- (w/pocket) 

MEN'S POLO SHIRT (White W/ Emblem- no pocket) X Large 

CAP (w/patriotic bill) on NAVY BLUE w!LOGO 

CAP- ROYAL BLUE w/34TH BOMB GROUP LOGO. 

PLEASE CIRCLE ITEMS DESIRED 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER 

Please add $.3.50 postage for orders under $20.00 and $4.50 postage for orders $20.00 and over 
Send check or money order to: 34th B.G PX 

Ken Paxton ' 
. ·. . 6402 E. 11th St. 

Jc.· Wichita, KS 67206 
~o-e ·~1t . Tel: (316) 683-2900 
'f$~ay e-mail: kenpaxton@sbcglobal.net 

fl "~s for your support of the 34th BGA. We wish all of you good health and much happiness! 

$3.50 ea. 

$4.00 ea. 

$2.00 ea. 

$19.95 ea. 

$25.95 ea. 

$25.95 ea. 

$25.95 ea 

$8.50 ea. 

$8.50 ea. 
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MINUTES OF 1'11.8 80AAD OF. OIR£CTORS M.lllmNO OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2003 

Tho ilinual mOo. ilia of w Boord of l>ir00101s of lhe 34111 Boml> Oruup AJ.to<ialioo wu ..ned "'Older t>y 
P,..,.. Fred Walu"' 1400 oo SOj)lcn>ba 11, 2003, in w ll.odWon Hold in S4o An!ooio, Tcxu. The l'iedgc 
of AJ1eiian<:e wu led by Ambers Hanson. Tho invocation wu jiVCA by Cb4plin James M&ttin. 

"'-'· Walu ulced for a roU e&ll. Ptclltlll woo: Plos. Fred Walu, lnd VP Uc:nnou llichmou,llec. Sec:. John 
Fecla, Trcas. and Cor. Secl. llarold Pr""'-. CbapLin J&m<~ Manin, PX M8f. Keuolc1l> Paxton, lid Mb" 
.whony Cowos &ad Jadr S.e6en.llounion Com Mhrl. H&told Rwb, Robett Wrigbr·&ad Broc:e Sorheru, 
and MENDLESHAM MEMO!Ul;S Editor lad< ~Ab- wac. lame. Clcmiru {dece&Sed). Rev. Gary 
Fadl, !lay Kubly. JOhn Dcrnl<o, Ew-en 1\ose (d<casod) and Vabal Holcomb. 

t.100oo by RuW. sccood by Wn&l>t. ro &C<ePI Ill< ll'liml1es of !be Sepr 2o, 1002. board .,...;ng as primed 
in Ill< ME~'I>I..ESHAM MEMORIES o( l>oo. 2002 Molion corrled 

The~~ ...,.rt ..... Biven by Ratold Pro.,_ 
TI\F.ASIJRfR'S REPORT 

S<prtmber1003 
J4111 8omb Oruup (fl) ""' 

Srpclllli>et II, 1003 
Th<2002 and 1003 tinonoc> of tho 34th BG AUocWion and iu ..OO.a funds are reported in thefoi!Dwiog 
~~~ ,,. llllOimiS an: cutrenl tbrc<Jsh S<prtmber s. 2003. 
Active. IICCOUnts 100'2 
Cl>cclci011 Hancodr c 0 00 < 
Mon<y Mm<« tlonc:ock cbl:a l ,,oo 13 
MoooyMklEdloncsclll:a 1,249.21 
CD EO Jones City 01111< 49% Sll S/07 lS.OOO 00 
CD E4 Joneofar Eut N'8 l .w. SI\ S/03 s.ooo.oo 

34111 8omb Oroup ~\ulds 
Life Membenlup Fund 
~;.,tas.rup fuod 
Memorial fund 
Pete Gray Fund 
c .... ral fund 

Total ! 32,1SO 04 

'12,863.24 
\3,SS9.S7 
\,OSS.89 

890 00 
2,SS0.04 

To1al Sll,SS0.04 
Notes: a. H&neatk Checking tlo..O, mon\llly cl.llfiU <><etsuvo 

b CD marured S/1 S/03 

200) 
s 

1,383.43 
l,937.n 

25.000.00 
·--b 

$30,320.60 

$13, 11&.24 
··~-~S.,7 

I,OSS.87 
770.00 c 

380.60 
$30,320.60 

o. Twelve ~·r $01\1 MM v.i1h $120 frono this fllod 10 oov<r rho co,. 
Ouuranding bills. MM Editor-oonc.. T(eaourer't for $2~9.67 • _...,. fo<,2Q03. 

Motion by Manin, second by Stdl'cn, r~ app1ove rho rep01t as ai,·eo. Motion c:mied. 

Tho Ma.OOal Fuod hu rcmoinod the J&me fot 1 ........., of y<&'1 aft« IIICillOrials were paid lOr io 
Meodletlwn. 1iJ>Siand. Spobne, W A. Barbd&le : I.A., l>•Y\00. OH,and Sa..-11, GAMotioa by WrisJit, 
_.nd by Sothom, to....W.. SI.OSS 1911011\ the M......W f 11D4to lhcGeaerol Fuod. Mo<ioo<Onied. 

Tho MI'J<LESHAllf MEMORIES"""' &bcoJt Sl per copy &out our duu.The Pete Gray Fund ir uaed to 
send oopics to .0 widowt wbo b&''< cxp<Uted a desire to -..mu. rtceivilll! n. Six copies .,.. ocm to tbc 
~lcodlcslwn ladin w1lo .......... the 34111 Mcmonal io Meadlaham. Tho Jwu: is>ue of !be MEMORIES ir 
iCDito .a 34th BG .-. .. ~au ' vista (wbctbcrllloypcy.W.. or ao<).lbis oddedccorir<:aniod 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBEI!.SHIP MEETING OF SEPT. ll. 2003 

Tho ....W moen, of rho 34111 Bomb Group~ was called tO ordCT by Pm. Fred Waltt at 0900 
on Sept. ll. 2003. 11 the Raddison Hotel in San Antonio, Texu. Th< Pledge of Allcsiancc wuled by Preo, 
Waltz. Tho invocation wu si•en t>y Cbapl&in lama Mcrdn. 

Motion by Martin, sooood t>y Sotbcn~ 10 approve !he Mirwtes of tho 2002 Gcocnl Momberohip .-ing as 
published in !be l>cocmbor, 2002. isoue or MEl>LESHAM MEMORIES. Motion oarned. 

The: trta5W'Ct's report wiJ given by Harold f'rovMlce. (Pieue refer to the Board meeting n:titw.tes of 
S<pr. II. 2003, for rhc dellilnd rq>ort.) Mown t>y Conklin, second t>y ();bbs to approve rho report. Motion 
cam.d. 

Tho PX rq>on Wa! given t>y Ken Paxlon, (Pieue n>fcr to tho 8oud minule• of Sept II, 2003, for the 
delailed report.) The PX rransferod SIOOO nl'prt>fil to lhe General Fund this year. Mo1ion by SbuU. S<>C<>rl<l 
by Saeft<n to awovc the report. MotiOOl curiod. 

The audit C'ornrniltee I'CJ)\)11 "'"" ~vcu by ncnncu Richmon. l-Ie reponed thai the committee had 
examined Che Treasurer•!!' reC«dJ, H.c PX I'CC'OniJ mid 1 he J't-lulion fi1.nd. 'rhey fOluld 1.hc 1t'CC4'd~ 10 be 
~CC'Ur'Hic: 1:md incl11.~ive . Moion by RlllkA, "rond b)' Scthern roajJIH\WC Che nudit rcporl. Medon 
carried. 

Th< Reunion Commiuoe repon wu gi..., by Bob WrisJit. Ill ate regist<red for the 2003 reunion. A pan of 
rbe SIS registration r... goes to the ~larshlp Fund. Rutka explained the rotatioD of sites for tho mmioo 
tiom yeu to )'<If. The plaoc tiOl<1 )'<If v.iU be in the Nonheul rqpon. He reponed on tho crireria tho 
commin .. Uset for solection They i~ COli. IOCOiioo, oncoc:tiom l.D !be aTeJO, and the-of gftUng ro 
and from lhc area. Gcnmeve Rutka and FAther WrisJit -• COOllllalded for thoir cooopcntion in wistioa 
tbc conuoittee in p1aMing. ~ and rqparolloo (or !be reunions. IXscussioo was botd on how IDtKh 
longer do we c:onlinuc r<W>ions and how do we projca &It~ .,.._ aWdJI8 amngcmc:nu a )'<If in 
advan<e 1'T<s. Walu oootmcn6ed the committee oo 1 job well dooc ""'""bout tho )Wl1. Mo<ioa by 
Srelfen, '"""""'I>)' Mattin ro apptOVO the rcpon. Mocioo oani<>d. 

t;om;uatiom W<R repotted by 8Noe SOibonl fbr tho ya.r 2001-2004. 
Pres. lade Shore Rcplociog 1-Clomim 
lsrV.a-~ 
2nd V...-KM<alvcy 
Board llaY"''"d Hiochee (06) 
~ Pacholski (06) 
Claude CQrlkhn(OI)rtplllCm~E\'cn:tl ROliiC 

Offio<rr ro remlin: Jack Shorc-MM Jldjtor; John Fcda-Rec. SecL, Harold Pr""'- Trcas. and Cor. Sect; 
Gary Ferrell- Arehivisr, Fred Wall%· Pur Pr•t . liJJICS Marrin- Cbapl.in; K., Paxwn-PX Mgr.;Jolut 
Oanko-Board; Vetttol Holcomt>-8001fd. Jack Steffon· Board; Rb.lnioo Commitree members Harold RlJ1b. 
Ruben Wrisht and Bruce Solhetn. 
Pres. Wahz Qlled for nonUnations from the noor. None were offered. 
Motion by Maya. secood by ForriJacr td <loS< nomillll.ions and cut a unanimow baUot for the slate as 
pr.-red. Mo1ion oam.d. 

~olarship commiucc report wu slven by Harold Province. (Please refer 10 the Board meetins minules of 
Sept. II, 2003. for the cleuilod repon.) Motioo by Han1on .oecond t>y Coutros to approve the repon. 
Motion oarried. 

The MENLJ:SHAM MEMORIES ....,.n wu given by Jaclt Share. He reported his work ,.;th an excellenl 
pu~iW:r. He d.iscu$$Cd the need for membcrt to subttUI ar1iclcs. He wu commcoded for u elt.CclJettt 
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thrwslt tloo Oentral Fund. Tho o-Il Fund baa received opp<nxim&tely $1 S,OOO ovu lho years &Oil> the 
1\o.mion Cornmiu~aft• alle><-ase poid fut oodtrcunioot. ~to the 8tb AFHiaolioal 
Soc:ill)' tort oo lo!wor I>Oedod -..the c_,. in Gcoor)il m wbiclfir iJ looaled lou poid off.U the 
Socill)''sbondedclobland it laoow..u'...,ppordng. ltwll.,...edlhatlhcMMOOIII&loa'"Thanlc You" 
to tho Menclleobamladic:t who ao a-sly INiAtoio Ollt memorial 

The PX Report wu J)VCil t>y K......to Palaoo. 
THB 34TH BOMB OROUIP ASSOCIATION PX REPORT AS OF 81.11103 

Blnl<8clloce uofll'l6102 $491.36 
Cull oo hand S2.9S 
Cull aales for II monlhr 3,1J4.S9 
lr«<ftt .S8 

Toaal: S3.13S. l7 
A<cc>uorar«<ival>lo 16.50 

GrMd toal. S3,1 Sl.67 
Cho<biMiedltldcM.ed 2,702.47 Bank""'-.. o(t1J0103 924.06 
Oaod>odt OIIUWldias 121.8\ 
Payal>lo fo<c:ops ond rloitt• 600.60 
Km......, tor-wtupplia 75.91 
Oecb alco -1M..........., 34111 8() $1000.00 

Puton 121.81 
eant bolanoc u of l/3 1103 $924.06 

~acflltly M>mittod Kmnerlt P""on. PX Manap: 
Motion t>y Sothent, ICCOnd by Martlo, "'-Ill< «pprt u giveo. Moeioot oarlied. 

Rwnion Committee report w,. aN"' t>y ll<lb WrisJit. no- are 112 rqp11Cted for the 2003 rcunioo. 
liMN ir $17.800;, the bank to poylhir year'• r ... ruoo·Cllpdl..._Tbe -.hfbra ....-litelbr 2004 
..,.;.,_ lllui.Oied fbr •ho NE IOCilon Of the US acoonlin& to lhc rotatioa o( reunion #t .. liom 
yar toyecr. Collllderlble diocuuloo took plcoeoolhc freqoeacyofl\orute reunions. M04ioft bly Mania, 
ICOOod by H..,.., to -the <eportu(!iv= Moeiootoarlied. 

The S<holarahlp Commm,. report wu IIi..., t>y l!arold Provioc:e. Out of 12 opplioanlllhc followio& wcr• 
rJOiecred: 111 plAce award ofSIOOOto Zat.b")'W_,.Gro .. of New Yo!l<, 

2nd plaoca-d of$1SO 10 ~~ C,.wford o(Now Yort, 
3rd p1oce award of SSOO lo Courtney I>otMoiquo ofl.oui.W... 

A oomp!N llory will bo iodudod in aliltur< iuue of MEN:OLESHAM MEMORIES. 
Molion by Rutka, ICOOod t>y SOihcm, to opprovelhc report ugjven. 1\.!o!wn canied. 

...,. MENI>U!SHAM M&tORJES !<pOrt WQ lP""" t>y EdiW< Jad< Shue. II< r.-ported .. CO<c:d1cnt 
~ rclatlonahlp with tho...,..... P.,blicber"""""' pvc him quiclt savioo and quality work. Ill lho 
itltet\tlt or co.t he suaaaaod V.'C ~ tuttina t.b.!: sU.:c of each edition or c:utting tbe ftequeney of 
publilhifls to lMot timtt per yut. IMc:.l.n.siOon toUowcd on the importanCe of' the publicetioo fbr the 
co:ntinua.nc:e of the oraanizaboft. the amount of su.pport we coWd give &om lhc be1ance in the 1~.the 
proGt fi'om 1loo PX IJlcl rho subsidy aft..- ruoo ""''f"'CS or• poid each y-. Jaclt Shue was tonlmalded 
on tloe ncellm format Md ..,....., of artldes for oodt issue. Tho r<edcnbip ir cxallan. 
Modo<~ by Provira. _,Dd t>y SldT<n. to approve lho rtpOCt. Motion oarried. 
Pres. W* appointed tloo fillowi1111 !Orlhe &&~<lit co.muee; J&hmon (ohcir). Mmin and Stdfen. 
Rcport from tba ~ -.niuee t>y SotJ.n. ~ore oeeded itr Pres., led VP, ODd­
boord-._ He r-101 ..,._,1114/or ..,._ IOOOOiaCIIoim bd'or< rho 0ert<rW Mombcnhip 
.-!qj. Pres. ooOed for old or now bu.u-. Nooe,... reported. 
Modon t>y Solbom. NCOrld by l\ulb, 10 odjounlar I S40 Modon ocrried. 
RapoaA:Dy oubained; Jo1o J. fedo. R~ S«nuty 

~9f-t-

pubfication wllic:h reodcrt Cllioy. He requcsred thai "reunion pic:IUrc:s" be property lahdnd wilh names and 
<Miled to him by lhe cn4 ofOclober. 

A diseussion wu held on makina a oolllrib\ltioo to lhe Slh AF Mus-urn. With the debt being paid olfby the 
c:ounty ill Gcor(!ia in which it is located tho <:OD.S<tlOUJ wu that the Muscwn is now relatively self-suppOtting 
ond w.olllould tuP\)01\ iltllrouih o..r iodividual membenhips. A\110 oonsidctatiuin ohoul<l be giVCII IO a 
contn'buaion fTom the 34\h 80 when we stop baving reunioim and no longer print 1M MENDLESHAM 
MEMORIES. 

Mallon by Rmloc, .w:ond by Solltero to adjourn 11 lOIS. Motion carried. 

Minutes 
from the 

Board of Directors Meeting 
September 11 . 2003 



Attend~ At '!he &m Antonio Qeuoion 
Henry, Kathleen, Greg & Lin Arnold 
Bailey, Ruth & Marcy Adams 
Lawrence and Lucille Babcock 
Thomas and Madeline Belleau 
Leonard & Helen Bess 

Guests, Ashley & Margie White 
Scott Mackey 
Joseph and Katherine Marks 
James E. Martin 
Norman Mayer & Louise Crew 
Clayton Mink & Pamela Schmitt 
Paul & Hazel Mueller 
Hymen & Ruth Chauson 
Sanford & Mary Ann Cole 
Claude & Genny Conklin 
Anthony & Mary Coutros 

Guests, John & Craig Coutros 
Harry & Donna Crawford 
Richard & Nannette D' Amato 
Charles Dobbins 

Guest, Lynn Albertson 
Herbert & Lorraine Donahue 
Bernadette & John Farley 
John & Betty Mae Feda 
Herman & Nancy Fieber 
David & Sonia Fieber 
Abe & Ernestine Firestone 
Carroll & Sylvia Forister 
Claude & Aubrey Gibbs 

Guests, Beverly Puffer, 
Betty Miller 

H.H. & Virginia Goerner 
Willis Griffis 
Robert Gross 
Anthony & Joar. Habiger 
Milton Hansen & Sandra Kripps 
Ambers & Jean Hanson 
Gloria Haggins 
Jefferson Hawkins 

Guest John McKinney 
Robert & David Hemingway 
Glenn & Vera Henry 
Raymond & Dickie Hinchee 
Wayne & La Verne Howarter 
Kivett Ivey, guests, Butch Ivey, 
Tony Young, 
Billie & Don Hoyle 

Lois Johnson 

Valerie and Tom Payne 
Anthony and Dorothy LaBanch 
Betty and Todd Lampey 
Lindsey & Dee Lipscomb 
James Lowery 
Eric & Alice Mackey 
Fred & Ginny Muente 
Carl Nichols & Tamsen Munger 
Bobb & Ginny Pacholski 
Ken & Kathleen Paxton 
Karl M. Pederson 
Arnold Prillaman & Mary Richardson 
Kevin & Robin Province 
Harold & Jan Province 
Roger Revay 
Floyd & Miriam Richmond 

Guest, Thelma Warfield 
James & Mary Ellen Rodgers 
Henrietta Romero, Norman & Mike Tausin 

Connie Dominque & Macklyn LaFleure 
Harold & Gen Rutka 
Gordon & Doris Ryan 
Robert & Jennie Schroeder 

Guests, Ronda & Steve Ranstrom 
Jack & Marian Share 

Guests, Dean & Michele Smith & sons 
Nicholas & Brandon 

Mike and Pat Share 
Guests, Chris & Paula Gilvarry 

Brenda Share 
Brant Stephenson 

Paul & Pauline Shull 
Charles & Henrietta Siracusa 
Frank & Aida Sivret 
Frank & Patsy Sligh 
Jack & Linda Steffen 
James & Jane Smith 
Jim & Stella Stivender 
Charles & Judith Thurner 
Henry & Audrey Tobiason 
Frederick & Blanche Voss 
Oral Walker & Thera Good 
Fred Waltz 
Joseph & Marilyn Wong 
Burch & Mary Lou Wright 
John & Luella Wright 
Robert & Esther Wright 
Bonnie & Ray Zylstra 
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Bruce Sothern, Harold Rutka, Robert Wright 

..... ;~,~. ' ..• ~ ··- .. . ...,._., 
~ ..... _ _.._........ •,..~;,:y---

e 
0 

?1t 
?1t 
1 
7 
7 
& 
& 

Sitting: Jack Steffen, Bennett Richmond, Fred Waltl., Hal Province, John Feda -Standing: Jim Martin, Tony Coutros, Ken Paxton, Bmcc Sothern, Jack Share 
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Dickie & Jim Hinchee. Bud & Lucille Babcock 

Scott, Alice & Eric Mackey 

Bmce Sothern 

Hal & Jan Province 

Champagne & Caviar 

Harold & Gen Rutka 

Robin & Kevin Province 

Fred Muente 

Belle Lampey. Gen & Claude Conklin 

Fred Waltz & Betty Lampei 

Ginny Muente, Bobb & Ginny Pacholsky 
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Norman Mayer & Louise Crew 

,_ 
! -:-· 
..- -&.: 

Jefferson Hawkins with son-in-Jaw, John McKinney 

Night Buffet 

Stan<.ling: Mary & Tony Coutros; Marilyn & Joe Wong: Bernie & Son. John Farley: 
Seated: Henrieua Romero 

Bob & Esther Wright and Henriella Romero 

Claude & Gcn Conklin, Betty Lampey, Marian & Jack Share, Charley & Henrietta Siracusa 

Norman Mayer, Louise Crew. Donna & Harry Crawford, Willis Griffis. Jim Manin 



~ 7 e\ The Members ~c.~ 

Fred Waltz Jack Share 

Harold Rutka The Board 

~ 7 e\ Down to Business ~-:: ~ 

Bob Wright Harold Rutka 
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First Timers 

Eric Mackey, Alice Mackey. Scoll Mackey. John Wright. Joe Lipscomb. Charles Siragusa, Henrietta Siragusa 

Hospitality 
Room 

FREE 
TIHE 

Todd & Belly Lampey 

Ray & Bonnie Zclstra, Lois Johnson, Gloria Haggins, .Jim Martin. 
Norman Mayer, Louise Crew at Ri tis River Walk 
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SeniCJr ~itizens l~cercise f<.e~ti»ten 
(A little secret for building arm and shoulder ~scles). 

Three days a week works well. 
Begin by standing outside - behind the house. With a 5 pound potato sack in each 
hand - extend your arms straight out to your sides and hold as long as you can. 
After a few weeks, move up to 1 0 pound potato sacks and then to 50 pound potato 

sacks - and finally get to where you can lift a 1 00 pound potato sack in each hand and 
hold your arms straight for more than a full minute. 

Next-
Start putting a few potatoes in the sacks, but be careful not to over do it. 
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CARLSTEMEN-BREMEN.OH 
Peg and I are very disappointed because we cannot be with the 
group at San Antonio. My cardiologist and family doctor do not 
think that it would be the wisest thing for me to do considering 
the time it takes in the airport before boarding, changing planes, 
air circulation plus Texas heat and the distance I may have to 
walk are all against me. I am still in cardiac rehab 3 days a week. 

Am enclosing the money for our son's dues. 

*************** 

RON REECE- MENDLESHAM. ENG 
Being ex -RAF I retain interest in our joint history, made possible 
by our servicemen and their sacrifices. You are probably aware 
that Mendlesham is now the site of a huge housing estate and 
that various industrial companies occupy much of that site. I 
used to visit British Telecom Labs at Martlesham (near 
Mendlesham) when I was on the road selling electronic 
components and always felt the presence of those brave men. 
There is a pub there now with RAF memorabilia etc. I used to 
sink a few pints there in honour of our joint history. 

Keep the faith! Don't let them forget what our servicemen did. 

With all good wishes and war time memories. 

*************** 

KIVETT IVEY - La GRANGE. NC 
An old saying around here is "if the wind don' t blow and the 
creek don't rise, I will do so and so". 

Well, if the wind don' t blow and the creek don't rise, LucHle and 
I will celebrate our 63rd wedding anniversary on December 29, 
2003. That equates into 4 children, 10 grandchildren, and 15 
great grandchildren- at last count! 

Ed- Congratulations, Lucillt: tmd Kivettfrom all the members 
of the 34th BGA. 

*************** 
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PAUL & BETTY BRESH- FT. MYERS. FL 

Thank you for such a special article in the September issue of 
the Mendlesham Memories on our 60th wedding anniversary. 

At the time of writing you and sending our photo, we had no 
idea who would celebrate with us. Our daughter, Paulette, was 
to be here for a visit and give us a party. 

Sixty years ago in Blythe, California, Paul met a young man that 
would become a life time friend. With anangements made with 
our daughter, Col. Edward J. Crowley and his wife, Sally, came 
to our celebration. They now live in Peoria, AZ. 

Ed was the bombardier of the B24 crew. For 60 years we have 
shared our lives with each other. The surprise visit of Ed and 
Sally was a truly wonderful gift to us. 

*************** 

CHARLIE SIRAGUSA - SPRING. TX 

Congratulations to Jack Share on being elected as President of 
the 34th Bomb Group Association during the 2003 reunion in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

It was a great pleasure for Henrietta and me to have been able to 
attend your reunion. I am a rookie in your association, having 
joined in May 2002. Other than Jack Share and his wife Mirian, 
we did not know any other members of the association. Being 
retired Army, some of you may have thought, why would he 
want to become a member of an Air Force outfit. Well there 
were three big reasons. Number one, Jack and Marian are good 
friends and I wanted to support his association by becoming an 
Associate Member. Number two, though retired Army, I have 
great respect for you guys and the job that you did during World 
War II and in any other conflict that you might have been involved 
in. Number three , if by becoming a member helps your 
association to continue, you can count on me to continue my 
membership. 

Henrietta and I got to meet quite a few of y' all and I do hope that 
I can remember what face goes with what name the next time we 
meet. (Y'all is Texan and it means all of you). And let me add 
that I was proud to be among you and especially those that were 
POW's. 

Again, thank you for welcoming me and my wife into your 
association. We do hope to see all of you again at the next reunion. 
Until then, God Bless you all. 

*************** 

BARBARA HEAD - W. LAFAYETTE. IN 

This is to inform you that my husband, Francis T. Head passed 
away Sept 1, 2003. 

He always looked forward to getting the Mendlesham Memories 
and I did also, Hope I will continue to receive it. 

*-"'.:l: >f*********** 
. I 



THE JIM GLASS B-11 CREW ol WW 2 
lt James M. Glass, Jr .. nol Amhersl Sl.. &uifalo, h"V 1943 

REUNION AT NIAGARA FALLS, NY AUGUST 28, 2003 

Jam" 1\1. (.lau, Pdo1 (dec...,.,.!) Chartn R. (llob) Vockt), C:O.ptlu< 
lltl"btn l), Roy. NA..,\181(>1' C'b:.rfti A. llt:rgt-t, Flight &gin«r 
Fr«trick r. AldridS:t\ RadtU Operator :,bt•no.oolll.., ~im1nonJ, rogslec:f 

• 

6enjamiu Ztlflt\1 Ball 1\mct Gunner Wm. C". n et herington. Tail Gunner 
t)onJtld L. Shtt, Wa1~l Gunner Winnie Whcb, Ma~ (deceso;ed) 

THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR FORCE 

Last week, 7 out of 8 of our living crew members went for a ride 
in a B-17. The above tlyer tells the who, where and when of the 
event. We all had a truly great time. It on ly lasted a couple of 
days, but the half-hour we spent tlying in the big bird was the 
highlight of the event. 

The B-17 is the one operated by the Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) out of Oshkosh, WI. They tour the B-17 
around the country each year, selling rides and tours of the 
aircraft. Their web site is http://www.b17.org/ 

It is now doubtful that I'll get to the reunion in San Antonio next 
week, but I wanted to request the Reunion Committee to give 
some consideration to coinciding next year 's meeting site with a 
city where a B-17 will be available for rides and tours. Properly 
promoted, it could (and SHOULD) help to increase attendance. 
They are currently in the process of planning next year's 
"missions". 

Sure wish I could be with all of you in San Antone. 

Jim Glass crew at Niagara Falls, Aug. 28, 2003 
Left to right: Charlie Herget~ Sherwood Simmons, Fred 

Aldridge, 
Bob Yockey, Don Shee, Ben Zeldes, Bill Hetherington, 

Missing from photo: Herb Roy (apparently lost his way). 

**************** 

DONSHEE-DOWNERSGROVE.a 
Hope you had a great time at the reunion in San Antone. Sure 
wish I could have made it this year. I'm going to re-group and 
shoot for next year. Has Harold Rutka come up with an officiaJ 
site for next year's gathering? 

Attached is a shot of our crew member, Bill "Pops" Hetherington, 
sitting in his favorite position-the tail end of a B-17. 

I sincerely appreciate all the work that you do to get MM out to 
everyone each quarter. Only those that have worked on deadlines 
understand how trying things can be. Hang in there. 

"Pops" in the tail of a B-17 

*************** 

FRED AND GINNY MUENTE - WAUMATOSA. WI 

Well, we finally made it home after 4,500 miles of total travel. 

Thanks for doing a great job and "bravos" to all the committees 
for putting another great reunion together. 

Always look forward to receiving the "MM" and for the stories 
that are related. Good luck on taking over the " left seat" in the 
cockpit. 

*************** 
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FRED BERGLUND - TITUSVILLE. FL 

What a thrill to attend the 34th reunion in San Antonio. My 34th 
mentor, Roger Revay, and I got together after 57 years. He had a 
lot of missions and was shot down on his 30th raid. I watched 
his B-17 go down in smoke and flame over Stendal, Gennany. It 
was only my 3rd mission. Roger bailed out and was beaten to a 
pulp by some German farmers. Patton's tanks rescued him after 
he escaped from a German jail. 

SYLVIA & CARROLL FORISTER- KIRKWOOD. MO 

Another great reunion and it was over far too soon. We had a 
grand time, though we miss some special faces and hope their 
absence was due to family weddings, births, or other such happy 

. & f 34 events. I was told, by John Doronsky, a tonner president o the th 
BGA, that Roger had died years ago. He lives ! And after 57 
years we got back together again. Praise God! 

We had a real session with Jack Share, editor of MM and now 
our new president, congratulations. 

PS. Nice meeting you Michele Smith, what a great job you are 
doing as publisher of our newsletter, Mendlesham Memories. 

*************** 

CHARLES YOCKEY- DELAWARE.AR 
"A Time To Remember" 

On August 28th 2003, through the efforts of Don Shee,a member 
of the Jim Glass crew, with the cooperation of Adam Smith, 
Director EAA Air Venture Museum and Scott Mayher, Director 
of Promotions, a flight was scheduled on the EAA B-17 
"Aluminum Overcast" in the Buffalo-Niagara Falls area. 

Seven members of our original crew arrived at the Buffalo airport 
by noon on the 27th where we were met by Jim Cavaneau, 
president of the Buffalo EAA chapter who was to be our host 
and tour guide for the next two days. 

Following a tour of the Buffalo area, we spent the evening at the 
"Flying Tiger" restaurant on the old air base dining and 
remembering long past events. 

The next day, after a ride on the "Maid of the Mist" boat to the 
falls we went to the airport, being met there by the media. After 
interviews and photos, the EAA flight crew said "Let's fly" . Once 
on the plane, we could go to any position but had trouble with 
the bomb bay and ball turret which seems to have "shrunk" over 
the years. The "ol Bird" may be 62 years old, but she is probably 
in much better condition that some in which we flew in wwn. 
This was truly a "Time to Remember". 

*************** 

KIVET IVEY -LA GRANGE. NC 

The reunion this year was one of the best ones I have attended! 
Hats off to the reunion committee. They get better every year! 
Am looking forward to next year. My son and daughter had a 
good time and will most likely be with me next year. I think they 
have a little problem keeping up with me - or maybe it's the 
other way around! 

Had a problem riding out the hurricane but thank goodness it 
didn't do much damage where I am. A couple of days' cleanup 
and we were back in shape. Not so for those further Northeast of 
here. 

*************** 
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As usual, the committee's advance planning was splendid and 
they deserve a round of applause from each attendee. Trying to 
please nearly 200 old duffs must be a daunting proposition and 
one that would cause most of us many a sleepless night!! So, 
here's three cheers for each of them ..... hip, hip hooray! And 
another three (hip, hip hooray) for our new president. Jack Share 
is perfect for the job. 

Looking forward to next year's reunion, wherever it may be! 
Vivienne (Forister) now Schwab says she'll be there too. 

*************** 

WILLIAM ORTON - BOISE. ID 

Thanks for printing my article about the 1446th Ordnance Supply 
and Maintenance Company (page 6 September '03 issue). But, I 
want to make a few conections. The top picture on the left side 
should be entitled Armament Supply and the names should read 
from right to left and the picture below of the Armament 
Maintenance, the names should also read from right to left. The 
fourth person's name is Wyette. 

Sorry that I was unable to attend the reunion in San Antonio. I 
am sure that it was a good one and enjoyed by all in attendance. 
I am looking forward to your next issue. You are doing a good 
job and I know that everyone enjoys and appreciates all that you 
are doing. 

Ed: Sorry for the foul up. I know some of you 1446 Ondnance 
vets are still with us and belong to the 34th BGA. Hope this 
clarifies the error. 

*************** 

MARGO & BILL BURNELL- KIRKLAND, WA 

We were both so sorry to have to cancel being with the 34th in 
San Antonio. We had our tickets to travel to San Antonio via 
train and were really looking forward to it. Bill 's health along 
with our care of my Mom who is on dialysis and now living 
with us made the decision for us. We will be anxious to see the 
pictures and read about it in the MM. 

We would like to congratulate Bill's crew mate, Hap Prillaman 
on the occasion of his marriage to Mary Richardson on Aug. 
13th. We are so very happy for them and wish them well. I know 
they plan to be in San Antonio so those in attendance will already 
know the news. Way to go Hap! !! 

I too, along with Birget Lonergan really appreciate the list of 
past reunions. 

Thanks for the great work on MM. 

*************** 



DAVID AND SONIA FIEBER - BAKERSFIELD, CA 

Just wanted to say we had a great time at the reunion. It was 11ice 
seeing all of you again and we look forward to the reunion next 
year. Congratulations of your appointment as the new 34th 
president. I think they have picked the perfect person. 

MARGARET KLINE - BURNT HILLS, NY 
My husband, George, of 57 memorable years passed away Oct. 
14, 2003 after a long il1ness. He was laid to rest in Saratoga 
National Cemetery with full military honors. 

He was so proud of his association with the 34th Bomb Group. 
I promise you I will submit something for the MM .. probably We attended the 1st reunion in Nashville and several after, also, 
before the Spring issue deadline. the 1990 trip to England. 

Thanks again for all your hard work on the MM. you really do We so looked forward to the reunions we were able to attend to 
an exceptional job and I know that all the members look forward see all the friends we had made. 
to every isssue. 

*************** 

JIM IDNCHEE- SALEM, VA 

Sorry it has taken so long to write you about the reunion. It was 
one of the best we have attended. The city, people and the weather 
were great. It is always good to get together with the group and 
see old friends and make new ones. Sure hope everyone else had 
as good of a time as Dickie and I did. We sure did enjoy meeting 
your family. They are a family to be proud of. Thanks for aU the 
good work on Mendlesham Memories and taking the job of 
president. If we can help let us know. 

*************** 

RALPH STANBERRY, JR - SIMPSONVILLE. SC 

With regret, I must add another name to your TAPS section. My 
father, Ralph "Muggs" Stanberry, Sr of the 7th squadron, TT. 
Engineer, McDonald crew died of pulmonary fibrosis on Sept. 
23, 2003. He was a quiet man with a quick dry wit that remained 
unimpaired to the last. He will be greatly missed. 

Muggs hardly ever spoke of his experiences over Europe until 
about two years ago when he asked me to help him to write of it. 
Over a six month period we put together a small book for the 
family. In spite of his arthritis, he laboriously wrote thousands 
of words as I researched the 34th Group mission diaries for 
material to jog his memory. During that time, I found him often 
lost in thought with a faraway look in his eyes. When I asked, he 
said he heard those big twin wasp radials again thinking about 
the Saarbrucken mission of July 19, 1944. Flak hit number three 
engine on the bomb run taking the hydraulics with it, he went 
unconscious when his walk-around oxygen bottle gave out while 
releasing hung up bombs manually. Number four engine ran away 
and they couldn't feather the prop. Almost everything that could 
go wrong did! That is, until Lt McDonald and Lt Nelson nursed 
them safely back to an emergency coastal field. 

He always felt the Air Medal he earned that day should have 
gone to McDonald for landing a B-24 with two engines out on 
one side, and no brakes, without crashing. 

Forever impatient with pomp and ceremony and pretension , 
before passing away he requested we have a life celebration 
instead of a funeral. So we did. With his brother's sons rocking 
the church with the guitar and Dobro, he played all his life, we 
had a party. He woulda loved it. 

*************** 

*************** 

CONNIE ROMERO DOMINIQUE - LAFAYETTE. LA 
Here are some photos from the San Antonio reunion for inclusion 
in the December issue of MM. We all truly enjoyed the reunion 
and we hope you will share our photos with all of the wonderful 
people we met from the 34th Bomb Group. We can see why 
mom and dad enjoyed those reunion trips so much! 

Thanks for all of the work you do and best wishes in the 
upcoming year as president. 

*************** 

AUBREY TOBIASON - REMER. MN. 

We had a really good flight home, as a matter of fact, we landed 
20 minutes early in Minneapolis. 

Henry and I would both like to say how much we appreciate all 
the work that goes into one of these reunions and what a 
wonderful job the committee does. We have some wonderful 
memories of this reunion as well as the ones in the past. It is a 
shame there isn't a medal that can be awarded to the committee 
for "Service Above and Beyond the Call of Duty". (I bet that 
sounds familiar to a lot of you guys). 
Henry isn' t sure if it was an honor to be the OLDEST 34th 
member at the reunion, but I am happy to say he is 88 years 
young and going strong. 

Audrey and Henry Tobiason 

Ed: More power to you Henry - go Henry go. We'll see you next 
year. 

*************** 
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Congratulations to 
Gordon and Nellie 

Breeding of Alpena, MI 
Married October 26, 1943 
at Farmington, Michigan 

Gordie was 80 years old 
on June 5, 2003. 

Nellie was 80 years old 
on October 25, 2003 

Thought for today: 

.. "When you're in 

love, 

it shows" 
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In Memoriam 
MY DAD 

Verne Santas 
The most wonderful role model anyone 

could have in their lives. 
I treasure every day I had with you and am 

most appreciative for those last three when I 
was blessed with the time and the love of 

God to be able to tell you how I have felt all 
these years. 

Thank you for all you did for me and my children. 
I know you are happy in heaven. 

Love, Sheila Anna 

VERNE F. SANTAS, JR. 
August 6, 1922 - July 13, 2003 

Thank you Bev, from Moon and Back Graphics for the beautiful work 
she did in mounting this photo of my father on the star. 



Change Of Address 
Last Name First Name Org Address City State Zip 
Bachouros Lynn, A 18a 35090 Nikki Ave North Ridgeville OH 44039-1475 
Camp John, R 181m Po Box 339 Chattooga Wood Rd, Cashiers NC 28717-0218 
Chester Evelyn 1275 Simms Heights Rd Kingston Springs TN 37082 
Farbo John,L 39llm 41 Heath Vlg Hackettstown NJ 07840-4008 
Mongeon Dan 18a I 0241 Fairfax Dr Ft Belvoir VA 22060 
Morrison Everett, L 18 3 13 S 1st St Osborne KS 67473-2621 
Morrison Shirley, M Hdq 3 150 Channel Blvd Chamainus BC Vor lk2 
Schmitt Hallard,S 7 3570 Washington Pike Bridgeville PA 15017-1089 
Starr John, J 391 4601 66th St West #700-a Bradenton FL 34210 
Welch Kevin 14a Cranbrook PI Glendowie Auckland 1005 New Zealand 
Wraga Walter, W 18 I 0000 Brunswick Ave Silver Springs MD 20910 
Yates Francis,B 391 66 N Airline Rd Wallingford CT 06492-2643 

Taps 
Last Name First Name Org Dod Address Qty State Zip 
Allen Donald,F 18 7-08-03 5914 E. Kincaid Wichita KS 67218 
Crook Lonnie, H GRP HDQ I 0-20-03 600 Flournoy Lucas Rd. 

Live Oak Rt. Ctr. Apt. 0 I , Shreveport LA 71115 
Garfinkel Bernard 391LM 5-28-03 PO Box 668 Dona Ana NM 88032 
Gilreath J. Harry 18 7-21-03 132 Chestnut Lane Helena AL 35080 
Head Frances, T 7lrn 9-01-03 4602 Taft Rd W. Lafayette IN 47906 
Kline George, H 4 10-14-03 237 Blue Barn Rd. Burnt Hills NY 12027 
Morris Cletus 391 10-02-03 P.O. Box 96 Pinch wv 25156 
Stanberry Ralph,M 7 9-23-03 1490 Needmore Rd Bryson City NC 287 13 

On A G reen And Distant Hill 

A Line Of Troopers Standing Still 

Their Heads Held High 

He Stood With Us In Day's Long Gone 

Days Of Laughter-Of Fear-

Of Dreaming Of Home 

Yet All Eyes Weep We'll Meet Again 

Another Friend Is Now Asleep 

He Rests In God's Eternal Care 

We Each But Wait For The Bugler's Call 

-Fidler's Green Adaptation By Ben Moody 

" 

Last Name FirstNam~ 

Green Frances 
Ran strom Linda 
Steiner Cleave 

New Associate Members 
Org Address City State 
391a 2731 Fridenger Mill Rd Manchester MD 
91a 724 Fairmont Burley ID 
39la 1508 North Bend Rd Jarrettsville MD 

Donations To The Ray L. Summa Scholarship Fund 
In Memory Of 

Val J. Mcclelland 
Ray Myers & Harry Gilreath 
Donald Romero 
Donald Allen 
Cletus Morris 

Donor 

Maxene Mcclelland 
Raymond Jetton 
Mrs. Mavis Romero 
Ken Paxton 
Ken Paxton 

Zip 
21102 
83318 
21084 
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Jack Share 
22 South Avonlea Circle 

The Woodlands, TX 77382 
(935) 273-3561 

34th Bomb Group 

Address Service Requested 

from lhe 

34lh 23omb 9roup 

From the collection of: 
Joseph K Marks 

NONPROFIT 
ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

G3DIRECT 

Pilot, 4th Squadron, Crew #12, April- Aug 1944 
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